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IT Know a Name! 


I know a soul that is steeped in sin, 
That no man’s art can cure; 

But I know a Name, a precious Name. 
That can make that soul all pure. 


I know a life that is lost to God, 
Bound down by things of earth; 

But I know a Name, a precious Name, 
That can bring that soul new birth. 


I know of lands that are sunk ‘in shame, 
Of hearts that faint and tire; 

But I know a Name, a precious Name, 
That can set those lands on fire. 


I know a Name, a precious Name, 
Its sound is a brand, its letters flame, 
I know a Name, a precious Name. 
That will set those lands on fire! 
—Anon. 
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Above: 


THE PALM SUNDAY 
PROCESSION 


“Ride on! ride on in majesty, 
In lowly pomp ride on to die.’ 


Right: 
LIFE’S BURDEN 


By Arthur Burrington 


“Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 
The shadow of a mighty Rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 


From the burning of the noon- 
tide heat 


And the burden of the day.”’ 
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KARL BARTH AND CHRISTIAN UNITY 


Several books dealing with the theology 
of Karl Barth have appeared in America 
during the last four years and recently 
two of Barth’s own books have been pub- 
lished in English translation. Most of 
these books have been referred to on this 
page. Professor Barth has also just come 
into the eyes of the world again by his 
courageous stand in the struggle of the 
Churches in Germany against being totally 
swallowed up by the state. Just how the 
struggle in Germany will affeet the strong 
hold his theology was getting upon the 
younger clergy cannot be foreseen at this 
moment. Whatever happens, the fact re- 
mains that no thinker of modern times has 
arrested the attention of Christendom, even 
if he has not influenced it as much as 
some would have us think, as Karl Barth. 
There is not a country or a communion 
where his voice has not penetrated and 
no theological discussion today can fail 
to take account of his call to drop every- 
thing else and declare to the world the 
transcendent God. The latest contribution 
to the Barthian literature—and one of the 
most valuable of all—comes from the pen 
of Dr. Adolf Keller under the title: “Karl 
Barth and Christian Unity” (The Macmil- 
lan Company). No one is better fitted to 
interpret the movement to America than 
Professor Keller, for not only is Dr. Keller 
thoroughly conversant with the currents 
of Continental thought and in close rela- 
tions to the Barthian movement, but he 
understands the American mind and tem- 
perament as do few Europeans, having by 
frequent visits here made a thorough study 
of our religious thought and institutions. 
(His book on American Protestantism is 
the standard treatise for Europe.) Dr. 
Keller gives as the sub-title of his book 
“The Influence of the Barthian Movement 
Upon the Churches of the World.” This is 
what gives it its unique character and pe- 
culiar value. No one else has tried to 
follow the progress of this new theology 
around the world and record its influence 
upon contemporaneous religious thought or 
the reaction of the current theology to it. 
But, although Dr. Keller has made this his 
main task, as we shall see in a moment, 
and done it remarkably well, it should be 
said that at the same time, in doing this, 


Dr. Keller has given to the reader about 
the clearest and most comprehensible expo- 
sition of the Barthian theology that has 
yet appeared. In showing us the modify- 
ing influence the new theology has had 
upon the older systems he has shown us 
just what the new theology is—for which 
let us be devoutly thankful, for it is about 
as easy to state Barthianism in terms un- 
derstandable by the average layman as it 
is to make “Relativity” plain to the mind 
untrained in higher mathematics. For in- 
stance, on page 44, in beginning the re- 
hearsal of the theological concepts Barthi- 
anism has had to meet and do battle with, 
he ealls attention to the concept of the 
immanence of God. He tells us how the 
existing Continental theology has empha- 
sized both the transcendence and imma- 
nence, with the growing disposition of the 
liberal theology to emphasize the latter. 
Now, he says, “Barthian theology quite 
consciously puts the accent exclusively 
upon transcendence and emphatically de- 
nies the immanence found in a ‘theology of 
consciousness,’ in a theology of experience, 
in mysticism and pantheism. God is in 
heaven and man is on earth. He is the 
completely distant, the hidden, the unap- 
proachable. He is not the World-Soul, the 
Absolute Spirit, the First Cause, the Moral- 
Law, the natura naturans—He is the Total- 
ly Other. From this position the doctrine 
of immanence is attacked as the surrepti- 
tious acquirement of knowledge of God, 
as the confusion of man’s highest aspira- 
tion with the divine itself, as an improper 
assumption of intimacy between man and 
his Creator and Judge, as self-deception on 
the part of the pious man who believes he 
can find the highest in his own inner be- 
ing and really finds but a ‘carbon copy’ 
of his own life. Not only is man entirely 
without the capacity to ascertain the di- 
vine through any exertion whatever, but 
the finite according to its very nature is 
not at all capable of receiving the infinite.” 
This is the clearest statement I have any- 
where seen of the Barthian position. 

But, as I said, the main object of the 
book is to show the influence of the Bar- 
thian theology upon the current thought 
of various countries and communions. After 
giving us a picture of the religious condi- 
tions in Europe that called Barthianism 
into being — the failure of the existing 


theologies and philosophies, the disillusion- 
ment of the people with all the high prom- 
ising social theories, the utter powerless- 
ness of the Churches to prevent war or 
create a just social order, the shallow 
optimism based on vain hopes in science— 
Dr. Keller proceeds with his survey. He 
takes us through Switzerland, Germany, 
Scandinavia, Holland, France, Italy, Eng- 
land, Scotland and America. Only a mind 
with a great and scholarly grasp on the 
thought currents of all these countries 
could perform this task with the exactitude 
and lucidity with which Dr. Keller has done 
it. In a few pages he gives us the dominant 
ideas and the prevailing theology of each 
country and Church—another very valuable 
contribution to our knowledge, by the way 
—and then shows us the modifying influ- 
ence Barthianism has thus far had upon 
them. Naturally this influence has been 
greatest in Germany and it is there that 
the new theology has called forth the 
widest discussion. If there is a Barthian 
“school” is might be said to be there. The 
conquest has not been thorough at all, for 
there is much pietism and mysticism in 
German theology, but it is there—perhaps 
because the disillusionment has been great- 
est there — that Barthianism has won its 
greatest triumphs. Holland and Scandi- 
navia could also weleome it without too 
much abandonment of present tendencies. 
Perhaps too it would not seem so foreign 


‘to Seotland with its Calvinistie tradition. 


But the Anglican theology is so rooted in 
the doctrine of the Incarnation that 
Barthianism comes to it as almost an- 
other and strange religion. The Incarna- 
tion implying as it does immanence, inner 
experience, God with us and in us, is the 
one perfect antithesis of the Barthian doe- 
trine of the utter otherness of God. So, 
while in England, Barth has had a re- 
spectful hearing—for he is too command- 
ing a voice to leave unheard and unstudied 
—he has probably had little determining 
influence upon contemporary theology—no 
such influence, for instance, as Bishop Gore 
has had. When he comes to America, Dr. 
Keller admits that he is at a loss just what 
to say. He has visited and studied Amer- 
ica many times, but every time he comes 
he finds it different. Nowhere is there such 
a state of flux in all things, including reli- 
(Continued on Page 21) 


The Christian Life as a Passion: A Lenten Meditation 


In Lent we meditate upon a Love which 
stopped not at the cross. That should re- 
mind us that everything great in life is 
a passion, and that religion, being a life, 
must be impassioned. We do well to im- 
press ourselves with this because we are 
living in an age that tends to rob re- 
ligion of its “inflammatory touch”; the 
tendency is to enthrone intellect and de- 
throne devotion. But the word heart oc- 
curs a thousand times in the Bible and the 
word brain not once. There are those who 
look upon passionate devotion with dis- 
trust; “they seek to set forth their faith 
in mental erystals and keep a cold bath 
for every fervor.” “Light enough but no 
heart” was the way someone described 
ancient philosophy, and that is a good 
description of an_ over-intellectualized 
mood of our own day. But the world 
needs heat quite as much as light. The 
path to true understanding is not always 
through a big brain; sometimes it is 
through a warm heart. 

“The heart is wiser than the intellect 


And works with surer hands and swifter 
feet 
Toward wise conclusions.” 


Too many Christians today have lost 
the fine flavor of their early rapture. Lent 
ought to be a time when we win back 
that earlier enthusiasm, when the Holy 
Spirit convicts of sin and righteousness 
and judgment, so that our hearts shall 
burn and our tongues kindle. As Sir Ol- 
iver Lodge says: “At the foot of the cross 
there has been a perennial experience of 
relief and renovation. Our religion is not 
a creed; it is a passion, and all those who 
follow Christ must be the heralds and 
the example of that passion.” 


A Christian without conviction is pow- 
erless; in fact, the phrase is a contradic- 
tion of terms. Whenever the Chureh has 
had the greatest conviction it has been 
most convineing and most victorious, 
whenever it has been most apologetic it 
has been most futile. Our fathers may 
have been too sure about everything. It 


would be an immense gain if some of us 
were absolutely sure of anything. 


It would be a crushing disaster if the 
intellect of the Chureh should be so oceu- 
pied in dealing with the form of the 
Scriptures as to have no passion left for 
declaring the Gospel contained in the 
Scriptures. Some who doubt everything 
which the Church has held for 19 centuries 
give themselves amusing airs of superior- 
ity, and seem to regard with intellectual 
pity the people who hold the heart of 
the Christian creed. As a matter of fact, 
however, there is no more ability in de- 
nying than in affirming, no more learn- 
ing in doubting than in believing. 

In any case, our great asset is not a sys- 
tem of ethics or of philosophy or of theol- 
ogy. Our supreme asset is the passion and 
power of the Son of God. If we do not 
share the passion and feel the power, we 
have not learned the meaning of the Chris- 
tian religion. 


—Federal Council Bulletin _ _ 
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THE CHRIST OF TODAY 


Were Jesus engaged in His ministry today, what would 
be the form and direction of that ministry? How would 
Jesus face the religious conditions and needs of our time? 


None of us can truly say. In His own time His approach 
was so unique, His attitude so unconventional that all were 
amazed, and His opponents confounded. Possibly now, as 
then, no religious group would own Him. Possibly He 
Himself would not be able to recognize the Church or the 
religion which bears His name. But upon these points we 
can be certain: 


1. Again He would start out, whatever the form of His 
ministry, with the one central and all-controlling passion— 
to be utterly loyal to the will of God. Not a step would He 
take until He had achieved certainty concerning the will of 
the Father. This would be His supreme purpose, His meat 
and drink, His irresistible power. 


2. His gospel would present the infinite love of the 
Father for every child in His family, the good news that 
the Father created and wants each one to be His child as 
Jesus Himself is, the revelation that this earth—here and 
now—may become the Father’s kingdom where His will 
would be done as it is being done in heaven. These were 
the basic elements in the good news of the gospel then. 
They would be now. Now more than then it is evident that 
this gospel alone can lift men to a creative goodness and 
brotherhood. 


3. He would have compassion upon the multitudes of 
this bewildered time, in the Church and out, because they 
are so unspeakably distressed and scattered, as sheep hav- 
ing no shepherd. The heartrending, crushing spiritual help- 
lessness of men would arouse Him now as it did then. Cer- 
tainly He would be poor for humanity’s sake in this min- 
istry. 

4. He would again go to Jerusalem, and suffer Calvary, 
so that in this last magnificent and redemptive effort He 
might release forces for human salvation which could not 
otherwise be released. What would be today the moral 
equivalent of Calvary—imprisonment, lynching, assassina- 
tion? Only the impact of Jesus upon an aroused and bar- 
barian society can say. But give Himself He would—and 
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that to the uttermost—and modern society would not give 
Him freedom to do as He pleased. 

5. To each one of us in the whole world, to the Church 
which bears His name—to minister and member, He would 
say, “Ye must be born from above.” ... If ye would be 
My disciples, ye must take up your cross and follow Me.” 


—RoLanp Rupp 
ae ake 


TOSUREERUS(c. > 


Man saw, in the changing seasons, Travail, Death and 
Resurrection. He builded his fears and his faith upon these 
mysteries of nature, of which he understood so little. In 
all Religion, even today, there is large place for the fastings 
of Travail and Death, and for the feastings of Resurrec- 
tion. 

Enlightenment has traveled a long road to give to us the 
intelligence, the freedom and the faith of today. Our God 
is ONE—the Father of all men. Our Christ is ONE— 
epitomizing the struggle of all humanity in its sufferings, 
its dyings and its rebirths. We see in Him the promise 
of God that man suffers only for rebirth to life abundant 
and more complete. We see in the Christ that it has not 
been easy even for God to give life to the universe ; to make 
man and then to forgive him; to help him and to heal him. 

God suffers and dies! Out of unknowable agonies He 
lives again to show forth His larger love. Nature suffers 
and dies! Out of unmeasurable pains it lives again in new 
fruits and fuller harvests. The Christ suffers and dies! 
From His Cross comes life nobler, richer, forever free. 
Man suffers and dies! From his pitiful cries come new 
civilizations. 

Now we suffer—hunger—cold—fear! We have lost 
our way. Gone are our Ideals, our Morals, our Mutual 
Confidence, our Faith. We fail and cry aloud, waiting for 
some easy way around. We curse God and seek to drown 
our pain in brutehood. 

Nothing matters much when courage is gone. Life loses 
its meaning when cowardice is on the throne. 

God suffers courageously. His cries are the music of the 
spheres. His wailings are the weaving of Nature’s tapes- 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


4 REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER SieeMincs 15, 1 


tries. His tears are the colors of growing love painted 
upon the hearts of man. 

The Christ suffers courageously. His Cross was man’s 
stupid unwillingness to be born again. Yet, out of His 
cry comes forgiveness, and a new equality wherein everyone 
shall have opportunity for his fullest expression of Love 
and Joy and Peace. 

Clean, courageous suffering is the only way unto a new 
birth and the only sacrifice worthy of the Divinity within 
us. Lo suffer courageously is Christlike, and it is of God! 

Courage! Courage is an active principle and it carries 
on through fear and failure. Good courage to you! Easter 
always comes! Even when the storm-clouds of the day of 
Crucifixion are all around you, may the courage of God 


the Father and the courage of the Christ of Calvary be unto . 


you and yours for Easter! —CLEeMENT W. DECHANT. 
Piet Oe: 


SALVATION 


Some time ago I chanced to meet a former friend and in 
response to my conventional question as to how he was 
faring, he replied with exuberance that he was happy be- 
cause he was saved. To my further inquiry as to what he 
was saved from, he answered promptly, ‘from hell.’’ He 
was equally frank when I went on to ask whether this 
meant that he had been saved from sin. “Not at all,” he 
said, “there is too much of the old Adam in me for that.” 
On the basis of his present conduct he made no claim of 
superiority, and I am sure that he felt-none. Hell, he be- 
lieved, would be his just due were it not that provision had 
been made for his escape and he had accepted the conditions 
this provision imposed. 

Since these conditions did not require any change in his 
conduct, it struck me that they were easy, except for the 
intellectual strain an unexplained formula would impose 
upon a mind of modern outlook. When I suggested that a 
salvation which does not transform character has little 
significance, he declared promptly: ‘“‘Character has never 
and will never save any man.” 

Doubtless there is a diminishing number of people who 
would set forth this idea as baldly as my unanalytical 
friend, but the fallacy that lurks in his opinion is widely 
held and accounts for many of the errors that retard man’s 
spiritual progress. There is no test from which men shrink 
more than an examination of their claims to special priv- 
ileges and to higher worth than that of their neighbors. 
Few are willing to undergo a comparison of their merits 
with the merits of those whom they are trying to elbow out 
into the cold by denying the equality of their claims.. Mod- 
esty, and perhaps a sense of justice restrained my old 
friend from saying that he is a better man than I, and so 
he fell back upon the superiority of his formula in the 
assurance that it offers him and all who accept it a guar- 
antee of future blessedness denied to all who, for any 
reason, fail to accept it or to admit its magistracy. 

This attitude of mind is what Clutton Brock aptly 
described as “pooled self-esteem.” The Nordic dare not face 
the fact that there are individual Jews or Italians who are 
his superiors, but he does not allow this to disturb his com- 
placency. He rests his case upon the assumption of racial 
or natural superiority. Under cover of this aegis his in- 
flated mediocrity is protected from the devastating revela- 
tion of a real appraisal. It is a way of escape from reality 
and little reflection is needed to see that it is illegitimate. 
Reason must lie at the heart of the universe, else all our 
thinking is vain. It is most unreasonable to hold that good- 
ness is not as commendable to God as to man. The test of 
worth is what a man is, not what he claims to be. There is 
no inherent superiority in being an American, a Christian, 
or a member of any chosen company of the elect. “By their 
fruits ye shall know them,” not by their claims. An ele- 
mentary grasp of this principle would cause a revolution 
in our religious, political and social ideas. A watch, a motor 
car, or a fountain pen, is judged by what it does. So it is 
with men and their systems. The final test is character. 
All other measures of worth are grounded in error. The 
proof of salvation is not found in anticipations of future 
blessedness but in present virtues. It is not spectacular to 
be kind, honest, public spirited, tolerant, courageous, and, 
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above all, charitable in judging others; yet the man who 
pussesses these qualities is saved from their opposing vices 
and has therefore gone a long way toward good citizenship 
in the earthly commonwealth. To be saved now from the 
sins and evils that threaten us daily is the best preparation 
that one can make for a similar immunity hereafter. 
Salvation is a great word, enshrining a great idea. It 
must be liberated from the shackles imposed by narrow 
interpreters if it is to be repossessed for use in the language 
of religion. Its meaning is as wide as human experience. 
The sick are saved by regaining health, the ignorant by 
education, the greedy by a sense of others’ worth, the in- 
temperate by restraint. We are all lost insofar as we are 
using our powers for selfish ends. We are saved as we 
yield ourselves with whole-hearted devotion to the highest 


that we know. —J. A. MacC. 
* * * 


THE BEAUTIFUL CROSS 


It would probably be a just judgment to say that we have 
made the Christian religion an easy-going religion of the 
manger rather than a stern religion of the cross. We have 
therefore delighted in singing Christmas hymns, and even 
when we have sung, “O Sacred Head, Thrice Wounded,” 
our thought has been the easy thought that Jesus died for 
our sins and if only we believed that to be true, all the sins 
of the world would be washed away. But the washing 
away of sin is not so light a matter. We are not so easily 
purged of self-will. We cannot with such ready magic 
transform an evil society. Something a good deal more 
difficult than an emotional acceptance of the atonement as 
a doctrine is required to make old things new. What is that 
something more? 

I wear a little cross on my watch chain. I prize it highly 
because it was the gift some years ago of a group of young 
people whose fellowship enriched me immeasurably. But I 
ask myself often whether I am worthy to wear it. Some- 
times I feel like tearing it off when people look at it and 
say, ‘“That’s a fine cross you are wearing.” It ought not 
to be so fine, so delicately engraved. It ought to be ugly. 
It ought to suggest tragedy. It ought to make those who 
look at it say, “How terrible is the love of God! How 
deep is the sin of man!” It ought to help me rid my heart 
and my conduct of pride and hypocrisy. It ought to move 
me to dedicate myself to that persistent love of which it is 
the symbol. It ought to turn into flame and burn up the 
inequalities of the economic and political chaos which we 
misname our “‘social order”. It ought to speak of judgment 
and the doom that only a repentant surrender to goodness 
can avert. Why do I permit myself to enjoy it as a piece 
of beautiful jewelry? Would I not be more honest to wear 
my Phi Beta Kappa Key, symbol of intellectual and social! 
ambition ? 


I would grow in spirit until I can truthfully say, 
“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


—F. D. W. 
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LAWLESSNESS IN HIGH PLACES 


Bishop Edwin H. Hughes, of the M. E. Church, in an 
address at the Anti-Saloon League Convention, Washing- 
ton, D. C., January 10, 1934, made the following interest- 
ing but saddening reference to Mrs. Longworth’s fascinat- 
ing volume, so recently on the market: “It is called 
‘Crowded Hours,’ and it is, as one would naturally antici- 


pate, a description of social life in the National Capitol, — 


especially in its relation to political life. One completes the 


study of this frank and honest book with an admiration for 
Mrs. Longworth’s daughterly loyalty to her great father. 
There is, of course, no reason to doubt the truth of the 


descriptions of fhe parlor events of portions of the P c 
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bition period here in Washington. There is the straight 
declaration which I quote precisely, that ‘during the Hard- 
ing, Coolidge and Hoover administrations the cabinet mem- 
ber who did not take a drink when it was offered to him 
was an exception, Of course, at their official entertainments 
they served nothing, and there were individuals who had 
always been dry from conviction, and others who, in spite 
of their personal beliefs, made their houses and themselves 
completely dry. Generally speaking, there was a greater 
degree of observance by the Hoover Cabinet than by any 
of the others.’ 

“Directly on page 324 there comes a statement about 
President Harding. There is something genuinely pathetic 
in the final chapters of Mr. Harding’s life. The Denver 
speech delivered on his journey across the continent to the 
San Francisco death chamber prophesied a nobler note and 
seemed to indicate that our Chief Executive was ready to 
discard the counsels of some human voices and to listen 
eagerly for the voice of God. Perhaps some day a biogra- 
pher will arise who will give to President Harding larger 
credit than has thus far been meted out to him and his 
work. There was something so lovable in the man’s per- 
sonality that many of us find ourselves longing for an 
advocate who will say for him all possible good things and 
remove him from the shadow of the influences that made 
for the doubtful report of his administration. But the task 
of such a defendant is not to be an easy one if we may pre- 
sume that the moral and political recklessness exhibited in 
the following verbatim statement of Mrs. Longworth repre- 
sented an attitude that worked out toward other forms of 
lawlessness,—whether against constitutional or statutory 
enactments : 

‘Though violation of the Eighteenth Amendment was 
a matter of course in Washington, it was rather shocking 
to see the way Harding disregarded the Constitution he was 
sworn to uphold. Though nothing to drink was served 
downstairs, there were always, at least before the unofficial 
dinner, cocktails in the upstairs hall outside the President’s 
room and guests were shown up there instead of waiting 
below for the President. While the big official receptions 
were going on, I don’t think the people had any idea what 
was taking ‘place in the rooms above. One evening while 
one was in progress, a friend of the Hardings asked me 
if I would like to go up to the study. I had heard rumors 
and was curious to see for myself what truth was in them. 
No rumor could have exceeded the reality; the study was 
filled with cronies, Daugherty, Jess Smith, Alex Moore, 
and others, the air heavy with tobacco smoke, trays with 
bottles containing every imaginable brand of whisky stood 
about, cards and poker chips ready at hand—a general 
atmosphere of waistcoat unbuttoned, feet on the desk, and 
spittoon alongside. I recollect that the first time we went 
to the White House after the Coolidges were there, the 
atmosphere was as different as a New England front parlor 
is from a back room in a speakeasy.’ (Page 324.) 

“This is the end of the exact quotation from Mrs. Long- 
worth’s book. I have no desire to press upon it unduly,—as 
I certainly have no desire to single out poor President 
Harding for any special execration. He and the loyal wife 
of his administration have passed beyond the bounds of 
our poor praising or blaming. But the description of the 
social events in our White House, and the implied descrip- 
tion of minor social events in our city, indicate what a hard 
road Prohibition had to travel. Evidently it was often way- 
laid and beaten and mauled by the very persons who had by 
all ethical implications most solemnly promised to uphold 
and defend the immortal document known as the Constitu- 
tion. Hands that were lifted to swear a sacred oath of pro- 
‘tection were soon lifted to smite the provisions they had 
pledged themselves to guard. It all makes a curious study 
in personal ethics. No one has yet given an adequate ex- 
planation of the fact that Federal Prohibition seemed to 
many people to involve a principle that did not inhere in 
State or city prohibition. Admitting that the principle is 
not wrong per se, then its application to the largest civic 
unit cannot be worse. per se, than its application to the 
tiniest township.” 

Bishop Hughes does well to call attention to this atrocious 
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conduct in the White House. When the highest officers of 
our Government show such contempt for the law, the Re- 
public is in grave danger. We are continuing to reap the 
fruits of this sowing. A trifling attitude toward the drink 
problem by the social elite is a terrible blot on our country. 
Shall we not join the good Bishop in declaring that we 
must make our brothers and sisters in America see that 
“mischief framed into a law is mischief still; and that ill- 
gottén money secured by taxes on iniquity can build on'y 
cities of blood and torture.” Then we can “make a reverent 
return from the. folly of man to the wisdom of God and 
once again reconsecrate ourselves to the task of building a 
sober nation over which the Banner of Immanuel need not 
be divorced from the Stars and Stripes.” 
her 


YES, IT CAN BE DONE! 


We are glad to receive this encouraging note from one 
of our consecrated pastors in Berks County, Pa.: “I was 
keenly interested in your statements concerning a mid- 
week prayer service. During my entire ministry I have 
always had the mid-week prayer service; in fact I would 
not think of being without one. In the last 13 years I have 
kept a record of attendance, and find that it averaged 68 
during these years. The prayer meeting in my Church is a 
‘keeper alive’ of the spiritual life. J could not get on with- 
out one.” 

Such a testimony is worth having, because it is the wit- 
ness of experience. It should help to persuade those who, 
for some reason or other, have come to think that the effort 
is not worth while, that “getting along without a prayer 
meeting” is a grave mistake. It should assist all such to 
sense the fact that when such a service is omitted, they are 
losing something vital in the work of the Church, for which 
there is no satisfactory substitute. 

The congregation is “a family of families.” It is com- 
posed of folks coming from homes. How can you con- 
sistently urge the rebuilding of broken-down family altars 
and the re-lighting of altar fires in the homes, if your con- 
gregational family has no prayer meeting? 

ed ee 


DEPRESSION DIVIDENDS? 


In one of his rewarding daily sermonettes, Dr. Joseph 
Fort Newton writes: “What dividends has the depression 
earned for us? What lessons, if any, have we learned to 
guide us in days to be? Surely, if it has taught us nothing, 
we must be utterly blind if not stupid. For one thing, we 
have been shown in facts and figures the meaning and 
waste of war. Calvin Coolidge estimated that the World 
War, when the books are closed, will cost our country 
$100,000,000,000. In short, we cannot burn up and blow 
up the wealth of the world and not suffer poverty, taxes 
and desolation. To put it otherwise, if we are to have a 
hideous dance of death we must pay the fiddler. As all the 
world was drawn into the war, it is plain that for better 
or worse the world is tied together and cannot get loose. 
The good of humanity as a whole does actually exist, and 
no people can live alone. It is equally plain that there will 
be little security for anybody hereafter unless there is more 
security for everybody. The doctrine of ‘every man for 
himself and the devil take the hindmost’ means, in the out- 
working of its logic, that the devil takes all of us. Also, 
the profit motive alone ends in disaster, as_ selfishness 
always defeats itself. Any system that results in billion- 
aires and breadlines is a failure on the face of it, and it 
will go over the dam.” 

What Dr. Newton says is, of course, perfectly true, but 
in answer to his opening questions must we not at once 
confess that the depression seems to have earned for us 
few, if any, dividends? Individuals may have profited 
greatly in certain instances, by putting less confidence in 
material things and giving a new emphasis to the spiritual 
note in life; but it is certainly difficult to see that the gov- 
ernments of the world have been converted. The American 
Congress votes overwhelmingly for new engines of destruc- 
tion and puts its hope in the same kind of race for more 
and more armaments which has always brought desolation 
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and death to mankind, Dr. Newton is right in saying that 
the world was well-nigh ruined in the hands of “practical 
realists,” the hard-headed business men who would stand 
no nonsense about moral values; and that if the world is 
to be pulled out of the ditch into which it has fallen “it 
must be by the men of spiritual vision.” And “unless NRA 
also means National Religious Activity, purifying both our 
morals and our morale, there will be no real recovery.” 

3ut how much spiritual vision is Congress manifesting ? 
Mr. Henry Ford says that Senator Borah “had the right 
idea” in his attack on the half-billion dollar Navy program 
and other military construction which has been voted, and 
he joins in the charge that a small group of men are re- 
Sponsible for war through the manufacture of munitions 
and the fostering of international distrust. “It is scheming 
munition-makers looking for enormous profits through the 
sale of arms who are forcing war on the people who do 
not want it. If we could get rid of approximately 100 men 
responsible for wars in this world, the people would enjoy 
peace,” says Mr. Ford. “But as long as greed for profits 
accentuates the makers of munitions, and as long as coun- 
tries maintain their race for the strongest armaments, just 
so long will we be in danger of being pushed into another 
war, which could have been avoided. Guns are made to 
kill, and when a country acquires more guns than a neigh- 
boring country, they are apt to go to war in order to use 
the guns.” 

We may not be able to see, as Mr. Ford professes, ‘“‘a 
nation-wide religious revival, a more serious point of view 
in the minds of an average person.” But it is interesting to 
note that the eminent manufacturer believes that “religion 
should be taught in our schools, as well as reading, writing 
and arithmetic. He says it is “the fourth R in education,” 
that “the Bible is the best text book ever written,’ and 
that ‘people with a knowledge of the Bible are better off in 
all situations.” 

The pity of it all is that in the face of all professions 
for better things, so large a percentage of our law-makers 
remain “‘practical realists” who believe in getting ready for 
another war. “What fools these mortals be!” 

* * * 


A GRIM FACT 


In a letter addressed to the pastors and consistories of 
the Reformed Church, a Committee of Eight, representing 
the Boards and the Executive Committee of the General 
Synod, discloses what it properly calls this “grim fact’’. 
During the month of February (half of which was in the 
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season of Lent, the time of special self-sacrifice), the mem- 
bers of the Reformed Church averaged in their gifts to 
Home Missions one and two-thirds cents, to Foreign Mis- 
sions one and two-thirds cents, to Ministerial Relief one- 
third of a cent, to Christian Education one-fourth of a cent 
—a total of less than four cents. Does not this call for 
serious thinking? We go further. Does it not call for sin- 
cere penitence, and amendment of life? 

Statistics tell us that more pleasure cars and other lux- 
uries are sold every month, many of them to Church mem- 
bers. It is reported that Philadelphia alone spends 
$1,000,000 a month for legalized booze. Heaven knows 
how much more is paid to bootleggers, who continue to re- 
port a good business. Whoever spends all this, it’s a lot of 
money in hard times. But members of the Reformed 
Church gave four cents apiece for the Kingdom work of 
our denomination in February. And some of them have the 
nerve to sing: “I love Thy Kingdom, Lord.” 

ok ** * 


“WHAT’S IN A NAME?” 


Under the above title, Dean F. D. Kershner, of Butler ° 
University, writes in the Christian Evangelist, organ of the 
Disciples of Christ: 


“It is announced that the Reformed Church in the United 
States and The Evangelical Synod of North America are 
to be formally united next June. The new denomination 
is to be known as the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 
We congratulate these brethren on getting together, but 
we confess frankly that we do not like their name. We 
have the same criticism to file upon the Congregational- 
Christian union which occurred a few years ago. There is 
a good deal in the psychology of nomenclature after all, 
and double-barreled titles, however accurate in a descrip- 
tive sense, are too cumbersome for the present age. We 
suspect that our good friends in all of these denominational 
hook-ups will rejoice when the temporary expedients can 
be thrown aside and all Christians can work together under 
the one name which fittingly and adequately designates the 
Church.” 


Well, President Roosevelt said the other day that nobody 
has the right to criticise the NRA unless he suggests a bet- 
ter alternative. A good many of us don’t exactly like the 
double-barreled name of the new Church, but all critics 
are asked to make a positive suggestion which will satisfy 
both parties to the ecclesiastical marriage. Perhaps if you 
try that, you'll discover it isn’t so easy. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


It’s Easy: Put the Man Right 


In the run of a week I read a dozen 
papers or so, two of them from London, 
England. Most of the time these two seem 
pretty stodgy to American eyes, but I 
don’t let appearances keep me from look- 
ing them over. 

And so now and then I find something 
worth passing on, like that story about 
the lock of Napoleon’s hair I used the 
other week. 

3ut this is even better: 

There was a father who, to keep his 
child quiet, tore a map of the world into 
pieces and gave them to the child to put 


Efficiency, Plus the Voice 


I’ve just seen a story of a mission some- 
where in the Orient—a mission whose work 
is the wonder of all who have ever studied 
it. 

And a man fully conversant with the 
facts said to me, “Five vears ago that mis- 
sion would have been shut down by any 
Commission of Inquiry that knew its busi- 
ness. Twenty years ago, when it started, 
any self-respecting commission would have 
vetoed it entirely. And yet look at it 
now.” 

Sure; I know. The history of Chris- 
tianity has that sort of thing on every 
page. I reckon the first missionary to the 
Gentiles would have stood a poor chance 


together as a jig-saw puzzle. 

To the surprise of the father, the 
child had completed it in a very few 
minutes. 

“How did you manage to do it so 
quickly?” asked the astonished father. 

“QO, daddy,” said the boy, “there was 
a picture of a man on the back. I put 
the man right, and then the world came 
right of itself.” 

Tf I were a preacher with a sermon to 
get ready for next Sunday, seems to me I 
could do something with that story. 


I’m for all sorts of reform in the Church; 
not in foreign missions only, but in all 
the things we try to do. Methods as well 
as materials wear out, or go out of style. 

But the efficiency brethren should not 
have the last and the deciding word. 

They can find facts, and appraise them, 
and put totals to totals with the exactness 
of an adding machine. Everybody admits 
that, and sees the need of it. 

‘Where their stuff falls down is in its try- 
ing to see the invisible and come to grips 
with the intangible, and listen to things 
that no ear has ever heard. 


before an examining committee, what with 
his thorn in the flesh and his other in- 
firmities. 

We must have the committees, of course. 
Otherwise we’d be in a worse tangle than 
we are; a lot worse. 

But, in a world where an occasional col- 
lege professor dares to question the in- 
spired values of examinations and grades, 
it is no great crime to think that efficiency 
commissions don’t know everything. 

If such a body had volunteered to go to 
Bethlehem, instead of the old man Samuel, 
and with some Israelite rich in flocks and ~ 
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herds paying the bill, what would have 
happened? 

I wonder if the commission wouldn’t 
have stood pat in preferring Eliab, Jesse’s 
oldest son, for the kingship, and if it would 
ever have so much as heard of David the 
shepherd lad. 

Even Samuel felt that way at first. But 
he heard a voice which was within hin, 
yet was not his own, and he went down 
the line of Jesse’s boys until he came to the 
least and youngest, and he got a king! 

When efficiency can be joined to a listen- 
ing for that voice which Samuel heard, me 
for efficiency, every time. 

* * * 


Out of the Fullness of the Heart 


A lady writes me, “I suppose you get 
a lot of ‘fan mail’.” Tve had to tell her 
the doleful truth, that very few people 
write to me. 

But perhaps it’s just as well. I’m a 
busy business man, with little time for 
correspondence, and less skill with it. 

And look how it eats into a man’s days. 
There’s Father Coughlin, now, who claims 
that because he gets 150,000 letters a week 
he knows the pulse of the people. 


If he reads his 150,000 letters, he can’t 
know much else. At one a minute, with 
no time out for meals or sleep, he could 
handle only ten thousand letters a week; 
and maybe the other 140,000, if he could 
read them, might change all his ideas of 
the public pulse. 

And fan mail, except to a movie star 
who has to cultivate “my public,” can be 
highly misleading. What people write may 
be important, but it isn’t near as impor- 
tant as what the people think who don’t 
write. 

The New Testament gives us two 
strangely different pictures of Mary the 
Mother of Jesus. One is that sublimely 
revolutionary and daring outburst, the 
Magnificat: “My soul doth magnify the 
Lord.” 


And the other is a wonderful silence: 


TIMBERLINE TREE 
By Nell Lounsberry 


I would rather be a pine 
On a barren timberline 
Than the finest oak or elm down 
below. 
Just the thought that I could thrive 
Where no other would survive 
Would repay me for the hardship 
of the snow. 
There would be a glowing thrill, 
When the winter gales blew chill, 
In the knowledge that my trunk 
was stout and strong, 
And I’d revel in the blast, 
Knowing roots were anchored fast, 
And the wailing of the storm 
Would be my song. 


The ones who chanced to see, 
Would not laugh at such as me, 
For they, too, would love the rug- 
ged timberline. 
And no one would stand agape 
At my twisted, crooked shape, 
When they knew the age-old strug- 
gle that was mine. 
Though the centuries would give 
Little calm or peace, I’d live 
A greater life than pampered trees 
could know— 
So I’d rather be a pine 
On a wind-swept timberline 
Than the finest oak or elm down 
below! 


Oroville, Cal. 


“But Mary kept all these things, and pon- 
dered them in her heart.” Maybe medi- 
tation has its values, no less precious than 
expression. 

* * * 


Watch Your Conscience! 
The Editor has handed on to me some- 


thing from one of his friends. I wonder 
why? 

“T knew a pastor years ago,” says the 
Editor’s friend, “who told his farmer mem 
bers that he would not accept any of their 
tobacco crop money on his salary.” 

Evidently that problem had arisen with 


other pastors, for the story continues: 
“They solemnly assured him that they 
never paid their pastor with tobacco 
money; but always from their milk 


checks.” 

In the same cautionary spirit, I never 
say anything that would seem to make me 
the judge of any man’s conscience. 

Nevertheless, it would be interesting to 
know how completely and how long those 
brethren kept their tobacco money from 
all social and financial contact with their 
milk money, so as to make sure the pastor 
would always get his from an untainted 
source, 

When you’ve solved that one, try some 
of these: What about trading with a grocer 
who sells beer, or dining in a restaurant 
which serves it, or taking lunch in a rail- 
way dining car which has a liquor list, or 
working for a bottle maker who produces 
beer and liquor bottles, or buying news- 
papers and magazines which carry liquor 
ads, or riding in street cars where you 
can see beer ads, or buying a good book in 
a store which sells doubtful ones, or rais- 
ing barley which will be bought by brew- 
ers, or selling lumber for barrel staves, or 
accepting dividends on the stock of express 
companies that haul beer, or serving on a 
city council that licenses taverns, or sell- 
ing respectable merchandise to tavern 
keepers, or—well, you can lengthen the 
list. And it is not limited to the beer 
business, or even to hard liquor. 


I’m not trying to make any point what- 
ever; just trying to show that the world 
that we’re a-living in is so complex that it 
is mighty hard to get along with, so long 
as some of these questions have not been 
answered, 

And even when they are answered. 


THE MODERN CHALLENGE OF 
CALVARY 


By the Rev. L. V. Hetrick 


The outstanding fact of Passion Week 
is, of course, the death of Jesus Christ on 
a eross. His death is the logical climax 
to a life of suffering and sacrifice, and is 
a literal fulfillment of the prophetic word 
of John the Baptist at the beginning of 
His ministry, who spoke of Him as the 
Lamb of God. The cross is therefore no 
surprising thing in His experience. It was 
inevitable from the beginning of His pub- 
lie career, when in the experience com- 
monly called “The Temptation,” He de- 
liberately chose to follow the prompting 
of the spirit of God in his soul and con- 


duct His ministry along moral and spir- . 


itual rather than along material and tem- 
poral lines. From that day on the shadow 
of the cross lay across His pathway con- 
tinuously and that shadow deepened as He 
approached the crisis which He knew was 
impending and must some day come to a 
definite issue. 

The reason for His death is, however, 
not always clear in the minds of Christian 
people generally. Usually we attribute it 
to the hatred of the Jewish authorities 
who, it is thought, were powerful enough 
to bring it to pass and to have it legalized 
by the Roman governor at Jerusalem. In 
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The 


reality that is not the case at all. 
fact is that Jesus went to the cross, not 
because He was compelled by an outward 
power in whose hands He was helpless, but 


because He was impelled by an inward 
urge to be loyal to the cause of God which 
He had voluntarily espoused as the King 
of the Kingdom of God. Unquestionably 
He might have avoided the cross, if He had 
so desired. At any moment He might eas- 
ily have extricated Himself from the net 
which the Jewish authorities, with the 
reluctant sanction of the Roman govern- 
ment, were throwing around Him. 

Why then did He die and why was the 
cross inevitable for Him, if it was not 
mandatory so far as the powers that be 
were concerned? In the last analysis His 
death was the logical outcome of a life 
of unswerving ioyalty to the program of 
His Father God, a program which He had 
voluntarily adopted at the outset of His 
career. With Jesus it was a matter, not 
of personal expediency, but of moral prin- 
ciple. Moral principles cannot be compro- 
mised without doing violence to the main 
issue involved, and therefore He had to 
stand by His avowed principles and see 
them through to the bitter end, even 
though it meant the giving up of life it- 
self, or be untrue to Himself. Having put 
His hand to the plow He could not turn 
back, no matter what the cost to Him 


personally. So He died, not as the stag 
at bay dies in cold blood, because he is at 
the mercy of his captors, but rather as a 
martyr to a cause which was dearer to 
Him than life, a cause which He was con- 
vinced was the mighty purpose of God and 
which was worth dying for as it had been 
worth living for, 

All of which, very briefly stated, has a 
practical application in the lives of the 
followers of Jesus today. Calvary was not 
a mere incident in the personal life-history 
of Jesus. It was rather the declaration of 
a distinctive Christian principle, as bind- 
ing upon the disciples of Jesus as upon 
Jesus Himself. It is a challenge for loy- 
alty to the eternal purpose of God as re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ. The cause for 
which Jesus died is now our cause as Chris- 
tian people. The Kingdom which He 
sought to establish is now our task. The 
consecration which He gave to that en- 
deavor is expected of us who bear His 
name and represent His cause in the mod- 


ern world. And the cost of doing that 
work will not be less for us than it was 


for Him, for the spirit of the world has 
not changed very materially through the 
years in its attitude toward the program 
of God. To us today, life presents the 
same alternatives it presented to Jesus. 
We may follow the lines of least resistance, 
adjust ourselves to our social environment, 
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acquiesce in things as they are, accept the 
status quo, and endeavor to get out of 
our situation the very most of profit and 
pleasure and satisfaction for ourselves; or 
we may do as Jesus did, live for a God- 
given ideal and seek to bring that ideal to 
bear directly upon the life of modern so- 
ciety and its institutions. In the one case, 
life will very likely prove easy for us. We 
shall in all probability make some money 
and live comfortably, perhaps even lux- 
uriously, in spite of the condition of the 
times. In the other case, life will likely 
not be easy; on the contrary it will likely 
be hard and disappointing from the com- 
fort viewpoint, as it often was for Jesus. 
But, like Jesus, we shall live greatly, if 
we are true to the high principles of con- 
duct we have espoused, and shall be happy 
in spite of hardship and sacrifice. When 
we Christians give ourselves with the de- 
votion of Jesus to some of the causes we 
like to associate directly with the name of 
Christ, such as the crusade against child- 
labor, the bringing about of industrial jus- 
tice and economic well being for every 
one, the abolition of war and the establish- 
ment of world peace, the purging of poli- 
tics from corruption, the safeguarding of 
the home against the many forms of in- 
iquity which are seeking to destroy it, 
we shall find that the world-spirit is as 
ready to crucify us today as it was to 
erucify Jesus. But if we hold steadily 
before us the ideal of the Kingdom, as He 
held it before Himself, if we are as willing 
to sacrifice ourselves for the cause of a 
redeemed humanity as He was, then like 
unto the Master, we shall be ready to see 
that program through to its completion 
and shall count no sacrifice too great to be 
made in its realization. The Son of God 
went willingly to a cross in order that He 
might thereby testify to His loyalty to 
the purpose of God in His world, and those 
who are worthy of being called by His 
name will be ready to suffer and to sacri- 
fice in the same cause. That, in a few 
words, is the modern challenge of Calvary. 
Easton, Penna. 


THE CROSS INHERENT IN LOVE- 
MOTIVATED LIFE 


Dr. Albert G. Peters 


Jesus came to build the Kingdom of 


God in which all men are to be His spir- 
itual children. Each successive experience 
of communion with the Father generated 
in Him the conviction that love only could 
bring about a reconciliation of man to God 
and man. The very nature of love compels 
one to inject himself into the miseries of 
others. This love-urge constrained Jesus 
to go to Calvary. He longed to save, to 
heal, to conquer death and to create fellow- 
ship, and wherever His love came in con- 
tact with sin, suffering, death and aliena- 
tion from God, there was a cross in His 
heart. 

The cross of love is also inherent in bu- 
man life. Think of the illustration of a 
mother. Her only son has become a erimi- 
nal. In her heart is a cross, not her cross 
but his by his sin; nevertheless, appropri- 
ated by the mother who suffers vicariously. 
Likewise, wherever God comes in contact 
with sin, Calvary’s wooden cross is but 
the symbol of the vicarious cross in the 
Father’s heart of love. Christ became sin 
upon the cross to bring about the possibil- 
ity of the forgiveness of sin. At the foot 
of the cross we repent of our sins and be- 
come reconciled. By the cross the nerve 
of sin has been cut and its ravages les- 
sened. 

That same mother’s daughter lies sick 
with a fever. As she nurses her child dur- 
ing the long night watches she bears a 
cross. We suffer with and for our friends. 
Jesus healed heeause love constrained Him 
to relieve suffering. Upon the cross He 
endured suffering in order that it might 
be mitigated; and it was. Nowhere in pa- 
ganism is there a science of medicine, an 
art of survery, a profession of nursing; 
nowhere, hospitals, asylums, sanitariums 
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TWO SINNERS 


It cheered the heart of Jesus, 

When hanging on the cross, 

That the thief in all his agony, 

Cried: “Lord, remember me 

When Thou comest into Thy king- 
dom!” 

In his great distress and pain, he 

Found the Lord. 

Jesus, in agony, heard the penitent. 

His answer was: 

“Today, thou shalt be with Me in 
Paradise.” 

It was, perhaps, the only time that 
the thief had seen the Lord. 

He took the only advantage he had 
ever had. 

He was transformed by the promise 

To be with Jesus. 

But the other thief railed on Him— 

And added only to the agony of 
Jesus. 

Jesus heard, as always, the 

Cry of the penitent sinner, 


—M. J. T. 


and old folks’ homes. Much suffering has 
been prevented, alleviated and cured. 


That same son, though his transgressions 
were forgiven, suffers the physical conse- 
quences of his sin, and succumbs to an un- 
mentionable disease in his mother’s arms. 
Again the cross, which is the son’s, is borne 
by the mother, Wherever either divine or 
human love comes in touch with death, 
there is a cross. The Father permitted 
His Son to become death on the cross that 
for man’s soul death might be no more. 
Hence, we lay away our dead with the 
assurance that they live. The cross has 
turned our worst enemy into a friend, our 


THE NEW LINK 


The smithy looked them over care- 
fully— 

“Two pieces of a broken chain,” 
said I, 

“°Tis not of much account this 
way, but you 

Can fix it!” Then he made the bel- 
lows cry. 


The flames sprang up. “It takes hot 
fire,” he said, 

“To make a piece of metal glowing 
red 

So that it may be shaped into a 
TT Sie nine Ts 

"Tis so with human hearts, I’ve 
come to think!” 


I watched him as with tongs he put 
with care 

A piece of iron into the forge; with 
soot 

His hands and face were dark, but 
through it all 

I saw more wisdom than I could re- 
call, 


The metal hot, I heard the anvil 
ring, 

And watched his mighty blows to 
shape the thing 

Into a “U,”’ on which he hooked the 
chain, 

Welded the link, and smiled— ’Tis 
whole again.” 


Then giving it a twist, he struck 
once more, 

Flattened the link, and flung it on 
the floor 


To cool. “’Tis so with broken 
hearts,” he mused, 

“Until, in Life’s hot fires, new links 
are fused!” 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger 


MCE’ S. SENG Bak 


Marcu 15, 1934 


mourning into joy, our despair into bouy- 
ant hope. 

Again, that same daughter has been lur- 
ed away from home by some villain. In 
the parents’ hearts there is a hush as they 
bear their cross vicariously. On the wall 
of a brothel in a far city a detective hangs 
a picture underneath which are the words, 
“Mother, come home.” The young girl en- 
ters, faints as the eyes of her soul see a 
cross in her mother’s heart, and by return- 
ing home, she restores the family cirele. 
By His cross-bearing love, Christ is con- 
tinually reconciling those whom sin has 
alienated. The love of God has helped to 
abolish slavery, has lifted woman to the 
plane of man and has made for justice in 
all spheres of life. Of utmost importance 
is it that this love should pervade all the 
varied relations of mankind; for as the 
spiritual oneness of the universe is cen- 
tered in the cross, so all real progress is 
dependent upon that vicarious suffering 
which sacrificial love begets. 

Philadelphia. 


THE CHALLENGE OF THE CROSS 
Melville Hugh Way 


Why is it that after more than 1900 
years hundreds of thousands of people the 


world over face the east and, lifting their - 


eyes, see silhouetted against the darkening 
sky the Cross of Christ? Why is it that 
with all the new interests which modern 
life has brought us we still see towering 
in importance above them all the grim 
Cross of the Suffering Jesus? Why is it 
that in spite of our modern scientific 
knowledge, so much of which casts dis- 
credit on religion and pictures it as the 
futile cravings of infantile minds—why is 
it that in spite of such knowledge Calvary 
is still the most prominent spot in the 
world? The statue of Christ in the Andes, 
it is said, is visible for miles, but the 
Cross of Christ on Calvary draws the eyes 
of Christians from the four corners of the 
earth! Why? 

Why, indeed! Even as an animal recog- 
nizes kindness and love in his master, so 
does man recognize that in Christ’s Pas- 
sion he witnesses the supreme example of 
love in his Master. “Surely He hath borne 
our griefs, and carried our sorrows: He 
was: wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities,” writes 
Isaiah, and man, realizing the unselfish- 
ness of that love, lifts his eyes to the 
Cross and falls down in worship and ador- 
ation. 

But the Cross is more than a symbol of 
an event. It is both the symbol of an ideal 
of life and a challenge to the ideal way of 
life. And it points the way to the vie- 
tory! It did so for the penitent thief; it 
has done so for the saints and martyrs of 
nineteen centuries; and it is doing so for 
countless multitudes today. It shows us 
the way of love, of service, of sacrifice, of 
faith,—the way that leads to immortality 
and blessedness in God’s Kingdom, 


Through nineteen hundred years of time 
The Cross has shown the Christ-like way; 
The saints and martyrs of each age 
Have sought its teachings to obey. 


With them in adoration now 

I bow before Thy Cross, O Christ: 
For me Thou didst the suffering bear, 
For me didst make Thy sacrifice. 


“Thy Cross, O Christ, shall lead me on 


Through life’s dark maze of toil and pain; 
The path of love and sacrifice 
The Christian follows not in vain. 


Baltimore, Md. 


Is IT POSSIBLE? 
D. F. Singley 


Is it possible that love, such as Cal- 
vary’s center cross lifted to the world, 
can become a vital, man-making, world- 
changing, God-pleasing agency again? We 


admit, do we not, that the love by whieh ~ — | 4 
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God so gave and by which Jesus so sut- 
fered does not have a free channel in many 
of us today? The reason is not deeply 
hidden. Dr. C. F. Andrews, when once 
asked his age, made this startling reply, 
“We live to be as old as Methusaleh be- 
cause we make compromises with the 
world. With all His grace and love they 
crucified the Lord at thirty-three because 
He bore witness to the truth.’  Every- 
where followers of this crucified and risen 
Lord are compromising with the philoso- 
phy of the world and consequently the love 
shown the world on that cross is not given 
free course in human life. A Philadelphia 
pastor said, “it is quite impossible to be 
consistently pacifistic,’ because “each of 
us holds his possessions whether in spir- 
itual things or in material or cultural 
things at the price of violence, even mur- 
der.” Therefore we who bear His name 
should forever surrender the hope of liv- 
ing by Calvary’s love! Therefore let us 
sing every Sunday, “The Son of God goes 
forth to war, a kingly crown to gain: His 
blood-red banner streams afar.” The love 
of Calvary is ineffective because of com- 
promising. 

Paul, who knew the way of violence by 
personal experience and who by the grace 
of God came to walk the way of love, gave 
the world that great love chapter and he- 
gan it by saying, “I will go on to show 
you a still higher path” (Moffatt). That 
way of love still challenges the courageous. 
Evil was rampant in Paul’s day as in ours, 
and he felt its violence. Yet he lived the 
love way and bore witness that “love never 
faileth.” So, too, the martyrs of the early 
Cnurch, a few hundred years after their 
lives were given in non-resistant love, 
looked down from the ramparts of heaven 
and beholding the cross lifted high, knew 
that “love never faileth.” 

We know so well how violence works. 
We easily adapt ourselves to its methods. 
But the way of Calvary’s love is so dif- 
ficult. We shy away from it because we 
know it will mean suffering. The two 
always go together, love and suffering. 
But what we seek is the most powerful 
life possible. We hold what we have to- 
day not because of the violence of our 
fathers, but because of their love for those 
ideals they held precious. Their love took 
the method of violence. Calvary’s love 
shows us a more effective way—the way of 
suffering. How much more we would have 
had today of possessions, spiritual, mate- 
rial, cultural, if their love had taken the 
way of suffering, we can never know. But 
now is the need great for an ever inereas- 
ing number of Christ’s followers to follow 
Him in living and dying, if necessary, by 
a love so great that it will suffer violence 
but not stoop to its use. 

We glibly sing, “In the Cross of Christ 
I Glory,” and then go out to live as the 
world lives, by violence, refusing to take 
up our crosses of suffering love. What if 
we, during this one Passion Week, should 
endeavor to live by Calvary’s love and 
suffer all that is necessary to do so! What 
a glorious resurrection we would have 
Easter morning to a new human existence! 
What joy of spiritual victory can be ours 
if we really follow Him who “for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame”? Is it possible 
for us to win out in man’s struggle for 
the good things of life, spiritual, material, 
cultural, not for a select few, but for all 
the worthy sons of men, by our following 
Jesus’ way of suffering love—suffering in 
the hands of evil until evil’s power is nil 
and love’s triumphant? Is it possible? 
Is it possible that “love never faileth”? 
Have we yet to find Paul’s still higher 
path? 


Philadelphia. 


WILL YOU BE HEALED, LIFTED? 
W. R. Strietelmeier 


It looked very much as though he would 
go into a decline. Doctors and friends 
advised him to get an abundance of fresh 
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air, and to expose himself, as often as 
possible, to the vitalizing rays of the sun. 
He followed the advice and, in a few 
months, there was a noticeable change—a 
marked improvement. Somehow his chang- 
ed mode of life, with its exposure to the 
healing forces of nature, had done some- 
thing to him. 

But exposure can be practiced and is 
effective not only in the realm of the phy- 
sical; it works with equal certainty in the 
realm of the spiritual. Lent portrays 
afresh before our eyes the sublimest and 
divinest spectacle ever enacted on earth. 
Lent challenges us anew to a contempla- 
tion of the self-sacrificing heroism and 
love of Jesus. And no one can engage in 
such contemplation without having some- 
thing done to him. Such exposure never 
leaves one quite the same. 

Let us emphasize this thought by yet 
another illustration: When the tide comes 
up the bay everything afloat is lifted. 
The tide does something to all the craft 
on the bosom of the bay, whether they be 
great or small, pretentious or humble. All 
that is exposed to the lifting power of the 
tide goes upward. 


LE 


If no days were dark and dreary, 

If no hearts were sad and weary, 

Would this world the better be? 

If the sun were always shining, 

If there were no souls repining, 

Would it aid humanity? 

If the skies were always blue, 

If no clouds e’er dimmed the view, 

Would our pleasure keener be? 

If the grass were always green, 

If no drabs or browns were seen, 

Would we any happier be? 

If no flowers ever faded, 

If no beauty e’er departed, 

Would our joy much greater be? 

If there were no souls in travail, 

No hobo’s feet to tread the gravel, 

Would we the millenium see? 

If all our tears were wiped away, 

And all our sorrows fled for aye, 

If naught were left but joy and 
mirth, 

Would Love and Mercy dwell on 
earth? 


J. L. Roush. 


Lent marks high tide in the spiritual 
life of most of our Churches and com- 
munities. Place yourself where this tide 
can get at you and you will be lifted, just 
as surely as vessels are lifted when the 
tide comes surging in. Of course, if we 
will not expose ourselves to the lifting 
power of the tide, if we keep our vessel 
of life on some land-locked lake, the tide 
cannot get at it and we will not be lifted. 
May we be children of wisdom who place 
themselves where the tide can get at them, 
to lift and bless them. Pathetic, indeed, 
is the fact that there are those, even in 
our Churches, who will not place them- 
selves where the tide can get at them. 
Pathetic, indeed, is the fact that there are 
those, even officers and members in our 
congregations, who will not expose them- 
selves to the healing and vitalizing rays 
of the Sun of Righteousness. ° 

Baltimore, Md. 


CHRIST’S CRIMSON CLOAK 
Gustav R. Poetter 

“They put on Him a general’s short 

crimson cloak.” Matthew 27:28. 
—(Weymouth.) 

Our hearts are always stirred with deep 
emotion when we recall the cruel indigni- 
ties which were heaped upon Jesus at His 
crucifixion. We are thinking of the be- 
havior of the Roman soldiers. They cer- 
tainly had no regard or respect for the 
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feelings of Jesus. Of course they did not 
know what they were doing. They did nat 
appreciate His unique character, His su 
preme mission, and His marvelous mes 
sage. Perhaps this was not to be expect 
ed. These soldiers were simply the ser 
vants of Rome and its rulers. They can 
hardly be called the enemies of Jesus he 
cause they did not understand Him. And 
Jesus pitied them, even while on the cross, 
and asked His Father to forgive them, 
because they really did not realize what 
they were doing. Yet our hearts feel for 
Jesus when these soldiers strip Him, and 
put a crimson cloak on Him, and then put 
a crown of thorns on His head, and a 
reed in His right hand. And we revolt 
in our feelings as we notice these soldiers 
kneel before Him and mock Him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” It was all so 
terrible, indeed; and it was still worse 
when these soldiers spit upon Him and 
took the reed and smote Him on His head. 
The whole procedure was contemptible, to 
say the least. 

And to think that the Prince of Peace 
should be clothed with a general’s short 
crimson cloak! It was a crowning indig- 
nity, indeed! How different was Jesus in 


His ideas and ideals of life from 
anything that looked like the spirit 
of the war lords of His day or any 
day. Yet how patiently He endured 
such indignity! How wonderfully does 
His beautiful spirit shine through it 
all! No wonder the world has not for- 


gotten His patience and power of spirit! 

We notice at once how symbolic is the 
crowding of Christ into a general’s crim- 
son cloak. Tragic as that disgraceful pro- 
cedure was, with its outlandish indignity, 
that was but the beginning of what has 
been done to Christ down through the cen- 
turies by His supposed friends and adher- 
ents. Much wrong is thus being done to 
Him whose spirit is truly at variance with 
those who are misrepresenting Him, His 
mission and message, and the real motive 
and purpose for His coming into this world. 
Even ioday Jesus is being sinned against, 
much as we pride ourselves in the improve- 
ment of living conditions, physically, men- 
tally and spiritually. Think, please, how 
the centuries have clothed Him in a gen- 
eral’s short crimson cloak! It simply means 
that each age has made violent wrenchings 
and distortions of Jesus, to make Him fit 
the war lust of men and the interest of 
militarism. True, men no longer use a 
crimson eloak for war. Today the color 
is khaki, and Christ has been crowded into 
a khaki uniform again and again. During 
the Great War there was much loud talk 
about “Christ in khaki,’ and He has been 
made the supporter and inciter of war. 
How offensive it all is to a sensitive spirit 
who thinks of Jesus as the Prince of 
peace! No; we cannot put Christ in khaki, 
even with the misrepresentations of insti- 
tutional religion, for institutional religion 
does not then: represent the gospel of 
Christ. No; it is but “the opinions of 
nominal Christians,” as Dean Inge tells 
us. No; the real gospel of Christ, if it 
were accepted, would pull up militarism by 
the roots. Oh, for the day when the real 
gospel of Christ will be accepted! All the 
substitutes will not make this a warless 
world. Only the Prince of peace has the 
remedy in His real gospel. Let the Church, 
therefore, arise and go forth in His name 
for peace and good will on earth. 

There is still the cloak of ecclesiasticism 
which has been put on Jesus Christ. He 
has been smothered with vestments of 
Church officialism. The living Jesus has 
been supposed to wear the uniform of the 
prince of the Church, the priest, the monk, 
the bishop, the pastor. In many of these 
Jesus has lived and has been going about 
doing good. They have helped the gospel 


of Christ to become effective. The reli- 
gion of Jesus has become established 
through their ministry. But there have 


been those who have used Christ to be- 
come the spokesman for the interests of 
their intrenched system. “And how unlike 
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that attitude is when we remember that 
He ever took His stand against such an 
intrenched system of religion in His day. 
No; it is a crowning irony to hitch Him 
up with a loveless and petrified officialism 
in ecclesiastical relations. When ecclesias- 
ticism removes its sins and shortcomings, 
and faces the world without fear or favor 
in preaching the real gospel of Christ, then 
Jesus is willing to be its sponsor and sup- 
porter. 
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And here is still another cloak which is 
thrust upon Jesus Christ. It has a mod- 
ern color. It was never dreamed of in His 
day and generation. It is right up to date. 
I am thinking of the business suit. Jesus 
has been dressed up in a sack suit and 
interpreted as the founder of much that the 
business mind glorifies in our time. He 
has been pictured as a glorified “go-getter,” 
the “high-powered executive,’ and as a 
fine man for president of the Chamber of 
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Commerce. But all such business honors 
are only indignities to the real Jesus. Of 
course, He is interested in business when 
it is based on the Golden Rule. He would 
minimize the profit motive. He would 
place service in the primacy. He would 
make justice in dealings between employer 
and employe of supreme importance. He 
would make the business of life like unto 
the Father’s business. 
St. Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa. 


The Pastor’s Part in Stewardship Promotion 


(ln address delivered at the Conference on “Stewardship Today and Tomorrow” of Philadelphia 


If a pastor is to be a real factor in the 
promotion of Stewardship in his own con- 
gregation, he must first of all practice it 
himself, or one might even go so far as to 
say that he should personify Stewardship 
in his own life. No fact is more certain 
than that a man cannot preach what he 
does not believe in and practice. Now, a 
minister is in a peculiar place financially. 
He is entertained and not expected to re- 
turn the social favor. He is given gifts 
to which no return is expected. In many 
parishes he is provided with not only a 
salary but with the use of a house besides. 
But this only makes his obligation for 
tithing or setting aside a generous portion 
of his income for Christian work all the 
more important. Just because his income 
is computed on a different basis, just be- 
cause he has a peculiar place amongst his 
members financially, it is all the more to 
be expected that he will set an example of 
definiteness in giving. If he is wise he 
will accept Chuurch envelopes, use them 
regularly and never let an occasion of spe- 
cial offering go by without taking some 
share in it. In this way he will discover 
himself growing in the grace of Steward- 
ship and need have no hesitancy in leading 
his people into the same joy. 

If he practices it it will be so much 
easier to do the second thing required, 
which is to preach it. Naturally, a Stew- 
ardship minded minister will find the impli- 
cation of Stewardship in most texts and 
will rejoice in emphasizing whatever infer- 
ence may be drawn along this line. It has 
been the writer’s custom personally to de- 
vote some sermons each year very definite- 
ly to the cultivation of Christian Steward- 
ship. Looking back over a period of eight 
years of preaching the average of sermons 
in the fall period of Church life has been 


NOTICE 


A number of requests have come to us 
for the publication in pamphlet form of 
the article on “A Union of Mind and 
Heart,” by President Geo. W. Richards, 
which appeared in the “Messenger” of Feb. 
22. This authoritative study of the com- 
ing merger of our Church and the Evan- 
gelical Synod of North America should, it 
is felt, be placed into the hands of our 


people. We are willing to publish this in 
tract form if sufficient interest is mani- 
fested. Will you not write and tell us 


how many you can use, say at a cost of 
three cents apiece? 
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three each year. Generally these sermons 
are preached in connection with prepara- 
tion for the annual effort to raise the con- 
gregational budget, but they are specially 
directed to the cultivation of the spirit of 
Stewardship in all of life. Harvest Home 
has proven a good occasion to stress the 
thought of Stewardship. In many instances 
the title of the sermon is directly related 
to this theme, as, for example, “Christian 
Accountability,” “Sacrifices Which Cost 
Nothing,” “Being Rich Toward God,” “The 
Magic of Money,” “The Great Securities,” 
and the like. A series of two sermons was 
arranged with these titles: “The Priceless- 
ness of Redemption” and “The Price of 
Consecration.” Many other themes could 
be suggested but the important observa- 
tion is that the preacher need never be 
apologetic for introducing these themes. 
It may also be remarked in passing that 
in addition to his preaching the minister 
need never be apologetic in his presenta- 
tion of any good benevolent or missionary 
cause to his people. 

Another thing of activity which is open 
to the pastor is in dealing with his youth 
in the confirmation class. In other words, 
it is his privilege to prepare for Steward- 
ship. Young people uniting with the 
Church can be urged to make their weekly 
contributions out of their own allowances 
and can be taught the joy of tithing and 
assuming a definite responsibility for their 
talents and time in the work of the King- 
dom. Within the writer’s own observation 
there is an excellent illustration of two 
high school boys who, coming from a fam- 
ily suffering losses in the depression, sac- 
rificed their meager lunch allowance sev- 
eral days a week in order to make their 
Sunday School and Church offerings on 
Sundays. 


The many friends of.the Rev. Dr. A. E. 
Dahlman will be pleased to know he has 
so fully recovered from the recent stroke 
he suffered and a subsequent fall down a 
flight of steep steps that his physician no 
longer finds it necessary to visit him. 


Zion Church, York, Pa., Rev. Dr. J. Kern 
McKee, pastor, and Harry W. Deitz, Supt. 
of the Church School, observed its 8th 
annual Family Day on Mar. 11, in all of 
the services. 


Rev. Dr. Lee M. Erdman became acting 
President of the Welfare Federation of 
Reading, Pa., through the resignation of 
Mr. Walter W. Moyer, new President of 
the City Bank and Trust Co. 
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Then, last of all, the pastor has a direct 
responsibility to promote Stewardship. 
That is to say, to encourage others in the 
practice of it and in the promotion there- 
of. The chairman of this conference has 
suggested that we might be as sponges, 
absorbing, the Stewardship information 
and spirit until we can pass it on to others, 
But sponges, at least in my experience, are 
not given to automatic overflowing. When 
someone squeezes them, they yield that 
which they have absorbed. It is the busi- 
ness of a minister to apply that necessary 
pressure even though it be no more than 
a gentle hint or suggestion to encourage 
the laymen who are practicing Steward- 
ship and acquainted with its values to pro- 
mote it in a definite way in the congre- 
gation. He may call to the attention of 
the Secretary of Stewardship in the Mis- 
sionary Society or other organization the 
opportunities which are valuable for pro- 
motion, or he may put literature into the 
hands of certain responsible individuals. 
Or he may include Stewardship messages 
in some of his general pastoral publicity. 
By all means, he must regard himself as 
the key man in promoting the various 
Stewardship Contests. There is no neces- 
sity for him to undertake to do it all 
alone, but, having provided an inspiration, 
either personally or by calling attention 
to the opportunities available, he may then 
gently apply the pressure that is needed to 
make Stewardship effective in the congre- 
gation. After all, we come back to the 
spirit and attitude of the man. If he be- 
lieves in Stewardship, others will believe 
in it through him. 
will gain courage to live the life of service 
and sacrifice. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Legislature of South Carolina re- 
cently authorized the Governor to appoint 
a Poet Laureate for that State, and he 
designated our friend, Dr. Archibald Rut- 
ledge, of Mercersburg Academy, who is a 
native of South Carolina. 


The Protestant Churches of Hamburg, 
Pa., are conducting community Lenten 
services in the various Churches on Wed- 
nesday evenings. Rev. Dr. Dallas R. Krebs, 
of our First Church, is the preacher on 
Feb. 21 and Mar. 28. 

Licentiate Kindall B. Shoffner was or- 
dained and installed pastor of Emanuel 
Chureh, North Carolina Classis, Mar. 4. 
The committee consisted of Rev. Drs. J. 


aie i 


If he is unafraid, others - 


C. Leonard, J. D. Andrew, W. H. Causey — 


j 


Marcu 15, 1934 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 11 


and Elder E. M. Cheek. Rev. J. 8. Palmer 
also took part as a neighboring pastor. 


One of the most active young pastors in 
the Synod of the Midwest writes an ap- 
preciation of the “Messenger.” He says: 
“T consider it outstanding as a religious 
journal and look forward to its coming 
with keen anticipation. The editorials are 
courageous and well written.” 


The Ministerial Association of Wood- 
stock, Va., has arranged a special service 
from noon to 3 P. M. on Good Friday, 
when the “Seven Words from the Cross” 
will be the theme of meditation. This cus- 
tom should become general in all communi- 
ties. 

Rey. Conrad Hassel has accepted a call 
to the pastorate of the Salem Church, 
Lafayette, Ind. Rev. Mr. Hassel served 
this Church for nearly 9 years, 22 years 
ago. It is one of the Churches that has 
paid its apportionment in full up-to-date, 
and by the help of God hopes to keep up 
that record. The zeal of the members and 
their cooperation are encouraging. 


The “Messenger” has received many 
commendations, both from inside and out- 
side our Chureh, on the serial story which 
has been running in this paper during the 
last few months. Some readers do not 
seem to know that the author of this 
thoughtful and gripping story is the pas- 
tor of our St. John’s Church, Williamsport, 
Pa. Brother Rittenhouse is certainly to 
be congratulated on this fine achevement. 


Rev. Dr. L. H. Kunst, of Lancaster, Pa., 
is guest preacher at a series of evangelis- 
tice services in the Martinsburg, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. Victor Steinberg, pastor, Mar. 
20 to 23. The services are held in St. 
John’s Church, Martinsburg, with special 
musie by the union choir. The pastor has 
prepared a special announcement leaflet 
with the interesting services for Holy 
Week, and a special Easter message at- 
tached. 


Immanuel Chureh, Indianapolis, Ind., 
Rev. H. F. Weekmueller, pastor, will re- 
sume her old custom of having a Confirma- 
tion reunion to be held on Palm Sunday 
afternoon. A special program is being 
planned under a committee consisting of 
Mr. W. F. Schortemeier, chairman, and 
Geo. Joslin, A. H. Gisler, LeRoy Dudley, 
Miss Mildred Jasper and Miss LaVerne 
Wagener. All the old records are being 
checked and roll will be called of all the 
classes. 


Prof. William Rupp Barnhart, Frederick, 
Md., was one of the leaders of the annual 
Men’s Intercollegiate Conference at Buck 
Hill Falls, Mar. 2-4, that discussed “The 
Christian’s Answer to World Chaos.” The 
previous week-end he was one of the lead- 
ers of the Tri-State “Y” conference which 
met on board ship to Old Point Comfort 
and at Hampton Institute. On Mar. 5, 
Proft. Barnhart preached at the Com- 
munion service for the ministers of Hag- 
erstown, Md., and vicinity. He recently 
addressed the faculty and. students of 
Westminster Theological Seminary and the 
Ministerium of Carroll Co. Md., on 
“Preaching Christ in a Crisis.” 


“World-Wide Sunday School News” for 
March, 1934, the monthly news sheet of 
the World Sunday School Association, 
giving interesting bits of Sunday School 
news from all over the world has this 
statement: “As an outcome of the Daily 
Vacation Bible School at Kirkuk, Iraq, a 
Sunday School has been organized in that 
city with an enrollment of one hundred 
and twenty-five and a staff of four.” What 
makes this particular news item especially 
interesting to members of the Reformed 
Church is the fact that our missionary, 
Rev. J. G. Glessner, is in charge of this 
work at Kirkuk in connection with the 
United Mission in Mesopotamia. 


Some time ago Rev. Jacob G. Rupp, 
D.D., agreed to give $200 to the Board of 
Home Missions under its Mortgage Re- 
demption Plan in the form of insurance 


placed upon the life of his wife. The 
Board of Ministerial Relief was named as 
the beneficiary in the life insurance pol- 
icy. Mrs. Rupp went to her eternal home 
on Feb. 9, 1934. Therefore the New York 
Life Insurance Company gave a check of 
$240 to the Board of Ministerial Relief on 
March 3, 1934. Thus two Boards of our 
Church were helped by the Mortgage Re- 
demption Life Insurance Plan of the 
Board of Home Missions. The Board of 
Ministerial Relief is very grateful to Dr. 
Rupp for the help he so kindly gave to 
the aged and disabled ministers of our 
Chureh. 


A Loyalty Crusade is being held ,in 
Amity Church, Meyersdale, Pa., Rev. Dr. 
B. A. Black, pastor, Feb. 18-Apr. 1, in an 
united effort to quicken the spiritual life 
of the individual, to arouse interest in all 
Chureh activity, to generate evangelistic 
zeal and to bring people to Christ and 
Church membership. The Sunday services 
are designated as Feb. 18, Roll Call Sun- 
day; Feb. 25, Family Sunday; Mar. 4, Y. 
Ps Sunday; Mar. 11, Stewardship Sun- 
day; Mar. 18, Consecration Sunday; Mar. 
25, Coronation Sunday, and Apr. 1, Victory 
Sunday. Week Night services are held 
every Wednesday evening during Lent, 
and services will be held on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Good Friday during Passion 
Week. 


The Men’s Friendship Class of St. Peter’s 
Chureh, Dr. J. H. String, teacher, had one 
of their finest gatherings recently when a 
program of activities to reach every man 
and boy of the Church and S. 8. was plan- 
ned and alotted to committees. F. EK, Lutz 
presided, devotionals were led by Roy 
Gaertner, and Howard Fogal led the sing- 
ing. The new officers are: Howard Fogel, 
president; Harrison Cable, vice-president; 
Roy Blackburn, secretary and Ray Goert- 
ner, treasurer. Boys of the junior and in- 
termediate classes of the 8. 8. were enter- 
tained with relay races and games while 
the men held their meeting, after which 
Prof. Harold Marburger of the Evans City 
schools gave a number of charcoal sketches 
and cartoons, and Rey. Lewis R. Brown, 
of Evans City, gave a fine talk on 
“Fathers and Sons as Pals.” The wives of 
several of the members of the class served 
sandwiches, cake, coffee and ice cream. 


The Lenten season at Christ Church, 
Norristown, Pa., Rey. Cyrus T. Glessner, 
pastor, started auspiciously with the 
Church auditorium filled on Feb. 18. Hach 
Sunday since the attendance has shown a 
great improvement. A Father’s and Son’s 
banquet was held on Feb. 22 in the Church 
social hall; more than 100 fathers and 
sons attended; address on “Father and Son 
Incorporated,” by Rev. Alfred N. Sayres, 
Lansdale, Pa. At the midweek Church 
worship during Lent the pastor is leading 
in the study of the book “His Last Week.” 
At the Sunday evening services Rev. Mr. 
Glessner has been preaching on the char- 
acter and life of the disciples of Christ 
and of the religious subjects in the beau- 
tiful art windows in the aisles of the 
Chureh auditorium. Attendance at all sery- 
ices most encouraging. During Holy Week 
services will be held on Tuesday, Wednes- 
day (Preparatory), Thursday and Friday 
evenings. Holy Communion will be cele- 
brated on Holy Thursday evening and on 
Easter Day at 6 and 11 A. M. The Church 
School is planning their Easter program 
for Easter Sunday evening. 

Christ Chureh, Middletown, Md., Rev. 


John 8. Adam, pastor, held a series of 
events marking the 10th anniversary of 


A PRACTICAL SLOGAN 


A “Messenger” Endowment is an 
endowment for the benefit of every 
Board, agency and institution of the 
Reformed Church. 


—Now and Then. 


Rev. Mr, Adam’s ministry in the charge, 
beginning Feb. 14. At this time, following 
the Union Lenten services, an informal 
reception was held in the Church parlor 
under the auspices of the Consistory. 
Gifts were presented. On Feb. 18, a large 
congregation attended the worship ser- 
vice, when Rev. Mr. Adam preached on 
“Joys and Opportunities; Duties and Re- 
sponsibilities of a Pastorate.” When Mr. 
Adam assumed the pastorate in 1924, the 
congregation numbered 511; today the 
membership is 608. Total cash receipts 
for the period were $150,659. In honor of 
Rev. Mr. Adam the Hood College choir 
held its vespers at 3.30 on the same day 
in the Church auditorium, when his daugh- 


ter, Miss Marjorie Adam, a member of 
the choir, sang the solo numbers. Dr. J. 
H. Apple made the address. Tea was 


served by the members of the local choir. 
On Feb. 19, the Philathea Bible Class of 
the S. S. had Rev. and Mrs. Adam as 
guests of honor at their social meeting, 
when a gift was presented them as a 
token of appreciation for their interest 
in the class. 


Education and Y. P.’s Day was observed 
in Trinity Church, Mercersburg, Pa., Rev. 
Harrison Lerch, Jr., pastor, with a special 
service; Rey. W. R. Barnhart, of Hood 
College, spoke on “What Ails Modern 
Youth?” The service was conducted by 
Miss Helen Smith and Mr. Lawrence 
Zeger, officers of the Y. P. Society; Mr. 
James Myers, Jr., sang a fine solo. Feb. 
4-5 the annual spring sessions of Mercers- 
burg Classis were held. “Are Foreign Mis- 
sions Done For?” was the title of the chal- 
lenging sermon on Foreign Mission Day; 
offering larger than a year ago. The 
Churches of the community sponsored this 
year’s World Day of Prayer service held 
in Trinity; Miss H. Mary Spangler, presi- 
dent of the Harbaugh Missionary Society, 
was the leader; Mr. John L. Finafrock, 
supt. of the Franklin Co. schools, spoke 
on “Peace.” The 1934 Fellowship of 
Prayer booklets were sent to each family 
accompanied by a pastoral letter with a 
special challenge for Lent and a complete 
schedule of all services. The series of Sun- 
day morning sermons cover steps in the life 
of Jesus. Beginning with February each 
one of the Y. P.’s Societies of the town 
is holding one special combined service. 
Trinity Y. P. began on Feb. 18, with Mr. 
Emory Middour, assistant headmaster of 
Mercersburg Academy, speaking on “What 
Have We Worth Sharing with Others?” 
The Young Men’s Quartet, consisting of 
Paul and Wayne Zeger, Earl Wenger and 
Brinton Gerhart sang “Beautiful Saviour.” 
A number of the boys and girls have en- 
tered the Stewardship Essay Contest. 

“They Crucified and Crucify” is the gen- 
eral theme of a series of sermons deliver- 
ed at the Sunday services during Lent in 
St. Paul’s Church, Woodstock, Va., Rev. 
John B. Frantz, pastor; “Christian Essen- 
tials,’ theme at Wednesday evening serv- 
ices, and “The Manhood of the Master” at 
the Holy Week services, Dr. Fosdick’s book 
of the same title being used as basis. The 
Y. P. of the community have been holding 
a Lenten Discussion Hour each Sunday 
evening, on the theme, “What Religion 
Means to Me”; preceding the discussions 
led by neighboring pastors and members 
of Massanutten Academy faculty, they en- 
joy a period of social fellowship, followed 
by a worship service. On Palm Sunday 
evening, an augmented choir render the 
cantata, “Olivet to Calvary.” On Feb. 25, 
a program was rendered by the Girls’ 
Vested Choir of St. Paul’s, Edinburg, Mrs. 
Madge Ring directing. The pastor and 
wife were “at home” to members on Feb. 
20, recent improvements to the parsonage 
being noted at that time. Foreign Mis- 
sion Day observed Feb. 11; Education and 
Y. P.’s Day, Jan. 28, with Miss Mary Ott, 
Prof. of History at Hood College, deliver- 
ing the address, and Miss Dorothy MeIn- 
tyre, Field Secretary, explaining the ecol- 
lege films. “The Star of Bethlehem” was 
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reproduced as a living picture on Christmas 
evening. Major Guy Benchoff directed the 
music and Mrs. Frantz was in charge of 
the dramatics. The pastor spoke on “Christ 
and the International Life,’ at the last 
Week of ‘Prayer service, held under au- 
spices of the Woodstock Ministerial Asso- 
ciation of which he was recently elected 
president. Mrs. Wm. Dalke has secured 
12 weekly subscriptions to the “Messen- 
making a total of 24 “Messengers” 
the homes of St. Paul’s con- 


ger,” 
received in 
gregation. 

In First Church, Canton, O., Dr. R. W. 
Blemker, pastor, the public examination of 
the Confirmation Class will take place Mar. 
22, and the Confirmation service will be 
held on Palm Sunday, when 43 boys and 
girls will be confirmed. During Holy Week, 
preparatory service on Wednesday, with 
first (Communion when the class will com- 
mune on Thursday; Communion and recep- 
tion of new member Good Friday, and on 
Easter, S. S. program at 9 A. M.; service 
for the baptism of children 9.50 A. M.; 
worship service 10 A. M., and the choir’s 
Easter Musicale at 4 P. M. 

Four very interesting events took place 
lately in Grace Church, Easton, Pa., Rev. 
L. V. Hetrick, minister. The first was the 
annual Father and Son banquet, sponsored 
by the Men’s League, which was attended 
by something more than 100 fathers and 
sons, including all the members of the 
Cub Pack and the Scout Troop. On this 
occasion the address was made by Dean 
Hauck, of Lafayette College, and motion 
pictures were shown as a part of the en- 
tertainment program. Second was_ the 
presentation of a pageant, “The Keeper 
of the Keys,” by the young people, in 
connection with the evening service on 
Feb. 25. In spite of very inclement 
weather, the attendance was fair and the 
pageant was well received. Third, a 
“Birthday Social” was given by the La- 
dies’ Aid Society, at which about 100 were 
present. The address on the significance 
of the birthstones and flowers was given 
by Miss Miriam Richards and was very 
instructive. Fourth, the annual anngi- 
versary of the Church School, the 59th, 
which was celebrated in connection with 
the regular session of the school on Mar. 4. 
All the departments took part in the pro- 
gram. The attendance and membership 
contest begun on Jan. 1 came to a close 
with this anniversary and the class win- 
ning the contest will be awarded a special 
dinner at the next Workers’ Conference. 
The newly-elected officers and _ teachers 
were installed at this service. Elder W. A. 
Stotz, who served the school for many 
years as general superintendent, was 
eleeted Superintendent Emeritus, and is 
succeeded by his son, Vincent G., in the 
office of general superintendent. The see- 
retary reported a substantial gain in the 
enrollment of the school as well as in the 
average attendance. In spite of depres- 
sion times, the work of Grace Church is 
going along steadily in all departments. 


The 50th anniversary “Golden Jubilee” 
_ services of St. Stephen’s Church, Reading, 
Pa., Rev. Dr. Thomas W. Dickert, pastor, 
and Mr. Earl W. Rollman, organist ‘and 
choirmaster, are being held Mar. 11 to 18. 
On Mar. 11, the pastor preached the 
morning sermon, and in the evening, Dr. 
Paul §. Leinbach, editor of the “Messen- 
ger,” delivered the sermon; Mar. 12, 
Chureh Organizations’ Night, with sermon 
by Dr. Elmer 8S. Noll, of St. John’s, Schuyl- 
kill Haven, and address by Revs. Luther 
Brownmiller and Geo. F. Bierman, D.D.; 
Mar. 13, 8. 8. Night, Historical Sketch with 
pictures by Supt. John D. Heck and ad- 
dress by Rev. Wm, J. Lowe, McConnells- 
burg; Mar. 14, Y. P.’s Night, greetings 
from Alvin J. Shartle, Cambridge, Mass.; 
address by Dr. Chas. E. Schaeffer, and ad- 
dress by Rev. Wm. J. Lowe; Mar. 15, Com- 
munity Night, with greetings from the 
Reading Ministerial Association by Rev. 
Dr. A. E. Piper, and from the Reformed 
Ministerial Association by Rev. Dr. Chas. 
EK. (Creitz, also by pastors of neighboring 
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Churches; Revs. Lee M. Erdman, D.D., 
Wm. A. Fluck, Ralph H. Bornman, Elmer 
R. Deibert, R. J. Cornish, A. N. Metzger 
and W. Sands Fox; Mar. 16, Anniversary 
Night, with Historical Sketch by the pas- 
tor, reminiscences by Rev. Henry Y. Stoner 
and addresses by Revs. John C. Brumbach 
and Henry E. Gebhard. The anniversary 
hymn, words by the pastor, was sung and 
a social hour followed; Mar. 18, sermon 
by Rev. Dr. Theo. F. Herman, Prof. Theo- 
logical Seminary, Lancaster, and at 7.30 
P. M., sermon by the pastor. Officers of 
this congregation are: Sece., Henry C. 
Wien; treas., Dr. Milton U. Gerhard; sex- 
ton, Henry F. Hinnershitz; elders, Wm. J. 
Keller, Alvin B. Staudt, John EH. H. Mast, 
Herman W. Zimmerman, Vincent I. Stauf- 
fer, Henry C. Wien, Raymond M. Boyer 
and Aulay P. Tompkins; deacons, Walter 
E. Griesemer, Wm. R. Fox, Leon E. Seifert, 
Herbert W. Wentzel, Wm. H. Fry, Chester 
W. Deppen, Wm. W. Hurst and James 
B. Lindenmuth. St. Stephen’s has for years 
been one of our largest congregations in 
the city of Reading, and has had in this 
half-century the ministrations of only two 
pastors, the late Rev. Dr. Calvin 8. Ger- 
hard and Dr. Dickert. 


VACANT CHARGES—MARCH 15, 1934 


EASTERN SYNOD: East Susquehanna, 
Ringtown Charge—Alvin Adams, Ring- 
town, Pa.; Lehigh, Ziegel’s—Fred J. Dan- 
kel, Topton, Pa. 

OHIO SYNOD: Northeast Ohio, Reeds- 
burg Charge—C. L. Berry, West Salem, 
O., R. No. 1; Northwest Ohio, Bascom 
Charge—Russell W. Fry, Ft. Seneca, O., 
Trinity—Ray Simpson, MeCutchenville, 
Ohio. 

SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST: Ne- 
braska, Hmanuel—Lorenz Pfennig, 404 
W. 11th St., York, Neb.; South Dakota, 
Herrick Charge—Henry Bender, ‘Carlock, 
8S. D.; Portland-Oregon, Ebenezer—Wnm. 
Schemp, Quincy, Wash., St. John’s—H. 
hk. Wieseman, Tillamook, Ore. 

PITTSBURGH SYNOD: Westmoreland, 
Yukon-Seanors—M. G. List, Yukon, Pa., 
Scottdale—S. M. Waugaman, Scottdale, 
Pa.; Somerset, New Centerville Charge 
—H. W. Musser, Rockwood, Pa.; Alle- 
gheny, Christ—Kmerson Sproul, 7084 
Kelley St., Pittsburgh, Pa.; Clarion, St. 
Peter’s-Trinity—Homer Miller, Turkey 
City, Pa.; Emlenton—Dr. C. S. Briden- 
baugh, Emlenton, Pa.; St. Luke’s, Kittan- 
ning—Ross W. McGreogar, Manorville, 
Pa. 

POTOMAC SYNOD: North Carolina, Up- 
per Davidson Charge—J. Thomas Leon- 
ard, Lexington, N. C.; Emanuel Charge 
Jesse E. Meyers, Thomasville, R. No. 3, 
N. C.; Virginia, Mt. Crawford—John A. 
Miller, Mt. Crawford, Va.; Juniata, Me- 
Connellstown Charge—John Lloyd, Me- 
Connellstown, Pa. 

SYNOD OF THE MID-WEST: Ft. Wayne, 
Cross—Clifton E. Striker, Berner, Ind.; 
First—William Cramer, Fulton, Mich.; 
Hudson Charge—Samuel Noll, Pleasant 
Lake, Ind.; Chicago, Grace—E. M. Reeser, 
Orangeville, Ill.; Iowa, Lone Tree—Ver- 
non Burr, Lone Tree, Ia.; St. John’s— 
C. F. Simmermaker, Tipton, Ia.; Lincoln, 
St. Mark’s—George Behm, 3720 F Street, 
Lincoln, Neb.; Lawton—Geo. T. Kifer, 
Lawton, Ia.; Missouri-Kansas, Trinity— 
Elwood Yoder, Cheney, Kans.; Kentucky, 
New Middletown Charge—Chas, E. Wat- 
son, New Middletown, Ind. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 

The Junior League of Reading presented 
the play “Cinderella,” which was greatly 
enjoyed by all the children. 

Mrs. Emily Bower, one of our em- 
ployees, has returned to work after spend- 
ing over a month in our infirmary as a 
result of a misstep in boarding a train in 
Reading. 

Excitement at Bethany ran high when 
we killed a large beef which dressed about 
1,350 pounds. 
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Miss Evelyn Livingstone, of Johnstown, 
Pa., was elected as kindergarten teacher 
for the remaining months of the year. 


NEW OFFICERS FOR BOARD OF 
MINISTERIAL RELIEF 

Owing to ill health, Rev. Wallace H. 
Wotring, D.D., LL.D., retired as president 
of the Board of Ministerial Relief at its 
last annual meeting, Feb. 7 and 8, 1934. 
Dr. Wotring was elected a member of the 
Board of Ministerial Relief by the General 
Synod in 1908. From 1911 to 1923 he serv- 


ed as vice-president of the Board. Dr. 
Wotring was elected president of the 
Board in 1923 as the successor of Rey. 


Philip Vollmer, D.D., the first president. 
Thus, Dr. Wotring, the second president of 
the Board, served faithtully from 1923 to 
1934, 


The Rev. Wallace H. Wotring, 
D.D., LL.D., 
who has retired as President of the 
Board of Ministerial Relief 


The Board has elected Rey. Harry N. 
Bassler, D.D., president, as the successor 
to Dr. Wotring. Dr. Bassler became a 
member of the Board of Ministerial Relief 
at the union of the Society for the Relief 
of Ministers and their Widows with the 
Board of Ministerial Relief in 1920. He 
was elected vice-president’ in 1923 as 
a successor of Dr. Wotring, and served 
as vice-president from 1923 to 1934. 
At the time Dr. Bassler was elected 
a member of the Board, he was president 
of the Society for the Relief of Ministers 
and their Widows, which office he still 
holds. 


The Board of Ministerial Relief also 
elected Rev. William H. Bollman as the 
vice-president of the Board to sueceed Dr. 
Bassler. Rev. Mr. Bollman became a mem- 
ber of the Board of Ministerial Relief in 
1926. The other officers are: Rev. J. W. 
Meminger, D.D., secretary; Rev. Eugene L. 
McLean, D.D., treasurer; and Prof. J. W. 
Grosshuesch, honorary vice-president. 


The Rev. Harry Nelson Bassler, D.D., 
newly elected President of the 
Board of Ministerial Relief 


Marcu 15, 1934. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 

At the low point in this business depres- 
sion, a man said: “The Big business leaders 
have made a horrible mess of things.” He 
might have added that he had made a 
horrible mess of things. 

He had six or seven years of uninter- 
rupted prosperity in which to put his house 
in order. He was making plenty of money, 
but as the prophet Haggai says: “He put 
it in bags with holes.” 

If he had put all or part of it in Annuity 
Bonds with the Board of Ministerial Relief, 
he would have suffered no loss and be in 
comfortable circumstances today. 

Do not wait to secure an Annuity Bond. 
Write for information. Even if you must 
take a loss on some securities, sell them 
and secure a bond and feel safe for the rest 
of your life. Write the Board of Min- 
isterial Relief of the Reformed Church in 
the U. S., 1505 Race Street, Phila., Pa. 

J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 


Rev. Jacob F. Snyder 
FATHER SNYDER’S CENTENNIAL 
Pittsburgh Synod, Westmoreland Classis, 


Emmanuel’s Church, Export, Pa., and 
members of the family unite in inviting 
you to the Centennial Anniversary of the 
Rey. Jacob F. Snyder on Saturday, March 


24, in Emmanuel’s Church, at 10 A. M, 
The greetings will be brought by Rev. 
Drs. Chas. E. Miller, Geo. W. Richards, 


and Henry J. Christman. The birthday 
dinner, served eafeteria, will be only 25 
cents. There will be informal after-dinner 
greetings by old associates and friends. 
The committee consists of Revs. H. A. 
Robb and J. Leidy Yearick, Elders A. O. 
Remely and Wm. Geiger. Such observ- 
ances are indeed rare, The “Messenger” 
extends to Father Snyder our earnest 
prayer that a double portion of God’s 
Spirit may be vouchsafed to him, so that 
at evening time it may be light. 


WHEN THE SLIP GETS BY 

The typographical error is a slippery thing 
and sly, 

You can hunt till you are 
somehow will get by. 

Till the forms are off the 
strange how still it keeps; 

Tt shrinks down into a corner and it never 
stirs or peeps, 

That typographical error, too 
human eyes, 

Till the ink is on the paper, when it grows 
to mountain size. 

The boss he stares with horror, then he 
grabs his hair and groans; 

The copy reader drops his head upon his 
hands and moans— 

The remainder of the issue may be clean 
as clean can be, 

But that typographical error is the only 
thing you see. 


—Knoxville (Ia.) Express. 
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1505 RACE STREET 


GENERAL SYNOD NOTES 
Rev. J. Rauch Stein, D.D., Stated Clerk 

38 of our 58 Classes have already held 
their Annual Meetings. 1 is scheduled to 
meet this-month, 10 in April, 4 in May, 3 
in June and only 2 have not yet announe- 
ed the date for the Annual Meeting. 

The Statistics for the Calendar Year 
1933 have been received from 28 Classes 
in the following order: Manitoba, Central 
Ohio, Chicago, South Dakota, Maryland, 
Allegheny, Edmonton, St. Paul’s, Goshen- 
hoppen, Carlisle, Zion, Clarion, Westmore- 
land, East Ohio, West Susquehanna, 
Ursinus, Philadelphia, Baltimore-Washing- 
ton, Lebanon, Milwaukee, New York, 
Wyoming, Tohickon, Somerset, Virginia, 
German Philadelphia, Lancaster, Juniata. 
None of the 6 Synods can yet be tabulated, 
Pittsburgh Synod is now in the forefront 
of the race. But the race should have 
been completed ere now. The Statistics of 
the Reformed Chureh as of December 31, 
1933, could easily be given to the Church 
by the first of March, if every pastor and 
Classical stated clerk entered heartily in- 
to his part of this co-operative piece of 
work. Won’t everybody get busy at once 
and make it possible to have the tabula- 


PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


tions completed by the 15th of April? 
Brethren, do your best. 

The Annual Classical Reports on Licens- 
ures, Ordinations, Deaths, etc., for the year 
have been received from all the Classes ex- 
cept East Pennsylvania, East Susque- 
hanna, Tohickon, Eastern Hungarian, Lake- 
side Hungarian, Portland-Oregon, North 
Dakota, Edmonton, California, Somerset, 
Central Hungarian, West New York, Zion 
Hungarian. 

The following Classes have remitted to 
Treasurer Warner for their 1933 Contin- 
gent Fund Apportionments in full: Kast 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, East Susque- 
hanna, Tohickon, Goshenhoppen, Lehigh, 
Schuylkill, Wyoming, New York, Central 
Ohio, East Ohio, Northeast Ohio, South- 
west Ohio, West Ohio, Sheboygan, Minne- 
sota, Ursinus, South Dakota, Portland- 
Oregon, Edmonton, California, Clarion, St. 


Paul’s, Allegheny, Central Hungarian, 
Zion’s, Maryland, Mercersburg, Virginia, 


North Carolina, Gettysburg. The Mid-West 
Synod has assumed the responsibility for 
the payment in full for the Classes in that 
Synod. Maryland Classis has already re- 
mitted in full for the moral and legal obli- 
gation for the calendar year 1934, 
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Mary Ann Humanizes 
a Ph. D. 
By William C. Rittenhouse 


Minister St. John’s Reformed Church 
Williamsport, Pa. 
(Copyright by the Author) 


(Continued from last week) 


Why was he sincerely reverent during 
the family worship? Why did he have a 
strange, little twinge at his heart and a 
moistening of his eyes as Mary Ann pray- 
ed for her “dearly beloved one”? Why 
did he feel so closely bound to the family, 
now that he had been admitted into its 
spiritual life? They were questions which 
stirred him deeply. 

That Mary Ann was vibrant, physically, 
and enjoyed, and would enjoy all God- 
given physical pleasures which were yet 
to come, he knew well; but why certain 
physical reactions in both of them should 
be so submerged at the times when, ac- 
cording to his teaching, they should have 
been overwhelmingly dominant, he could 
not explain. 

He recalled a verse from a passage of 
Seripture read one evening by the doctor: 
“They that are of the earth, are earthy.” 
Was he of the earth? He certainly was. 
Most emphatically had he taught that 
man was nothing but a highly developed, 
material, earthly being. 

He was not only of the earth, but he 
had become, mentally, considerably soiled 
with some of the filth of the earth. That 
big, foreign, scientific book on the _ be- 
havior of morons, perverts,—-and worse 
which he had read with such keen interest 
and which had furnished him with much 
material for some of his lectures, would 
never be seen by Mary Ann. Why did he 
read all the case histories in the book, 
when he knew the essential facts for any 
psychologist could have been embraced in 
a book of 50 pages? Why? Because he 
was of the earth, earthy. If he were 
forced to read that book again it would 
be with nauseating disgust. The book 
would go into the janitor’s furnace as 
soon as he returned to his apartment. 

Mary Ann stirred slightly and sighed 
deeply. He looked upon her lovingly and 
tenderly. “To the pure, all things are 
pure. Love thinketh no evil,” came flash- 
ing into his mind; words from the chapter 
read that first evening in camp. 

He had his answer to his question why 
the physical had not played its part, when, 
according to all mechanistic law, it should 
have done so. He had his answer; but he 
had to get it out of the Bible. 

The clock chimed the midnight hour. 
Mary Ann awoke. “Was that 12 o’clock?” 
she inquired as she sat uprightly. 

The professor assured her it was. Mary 
Ann gave him a kiss and earess, said, 
“Good-night, dear,” and retired to her 
room, 

The engagement of Mary Ann changed 
the plans for the group. Instead of clos- 
ing the cabin in a few days, it was de- 
cided to spend a few more weeks in the 
mountains; the doctor, however, could 
spend only short week-ends with them. 

During the next week Mary Ann had 
considerable business of which the pro- 
fessor was kept in profound ignorance. 
She was in the city for two days. At 
times, she would take the ear and be 
absent for hours. The farmer’s children, 
when they would come to the eabin, were 
unusually shy and reticent. The professor 


had sufficient acumen to know that some- 
thing was going to happen very soon; he 
was ready for it. 

At the end of the week Mary Ann 
casually inquired of the professor if it 
would be agreeable to him to have the 
wedding take place on Sunday, 
weeks, at 12 o’clock noon? 

“Suits me all right. What kind of an 
affair will it be, publie or private?” 

“Public, of course; and a Church wed- 
ding,” he was informed. 

“A Church wedding at 12 o’clock on 
Sunday! Why, the morning service will 
not be over by that time,” exclaimed the 
professor. 

“Well, won’t that furnish an extra at- 
traction for the pastor’s bulletin board? 
Pll guarantee there will be no vacant 
seats that morning.” 

“But,” persisted the professor, “won’t 
that be rather unusual?” 

“«Unusual’ is my first name, you know, 
dear. ‘Unusual Mary Ann’,’ and she laugh- 
ed lightly and left him. 

The professor had been devoutly hop- 
ing the wedding would be as private as 
possible. Now he saw all the trappings 
and ceremony of a fashionable fall wed- 
ding. Why on earth did women want all 
the display possible when they were to be 
married? 

Mary Ann 
and tablet. 

“Now, my dear, let us arrange for our 
wedding. Whom do you wish to invite? 
Who is to be your best man, and who are 
to be your ushers?” 

Mary Ann proudly displayed her list of 
names, which must have ineluded the 
name of every patient upon whom the doe- 
tor had operated and had survived. 

The professor wrote his list of names. 
It was very small. 

“Now, how about the bouquets for the 
bridesmaids, maid of honor, and flowers for 
the flower girls, and most important of all, 
the bride’s bouquet?” inquired Mary Ann. 

The professor was distressed; he didn’t 
know a thing about those things. “My 
dear,” he appealed, “T’ll just have to leave 
all that to you. The only thing I would 
suggest is a shower bouquet of orchids 
for you. Ill pay the bills.’ He was 
thankful he recalled having read of a 
bride having such a bouquet. “As for the 
best man and the ushers, ll have to think 
over that a few moments.” Finally he 
gave her the names of five men. 

“You are doing finely, even though you 
do not know anything about weddings. I 
love orchids. I presume you will give 
your best man and your ushers three- 
carat diamond searf pins for gifts.” 

“Must I give them presents?” groaned 
the professor. 

“You certainly must.” 

“But, my dear,” protested the professor, 
“should I give them such expensive gifts? 
While I am not exactly poor, IT am neither 
what you might call affluent.” 

“Well, your position in life, and my”’— 
Mary Ann turned her face away from his 
—‘well, they will expect something hand- 
some from you.” 

“That means a trip to the city for me.” 

“Not necessarily. You will have time 
enough before the ceremony to get them,” 
Mary Ann assured him. 

The professor’s dream of a trip through 
Europe with Mary Ann, next summer, 
vanished with a reaction which seemed 
like a bump on the head. 

“Now, please read this copy for the in- 
vitations and make sure everything is 
right. I think it is.” 

He read it slowly. It was a solemn 
document for him, but it was correct. 


“Now write to your men and get your 


three 


soon returned with pencil 
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answers as quickly as 
manded Mary Ann. 

The professor spent several hours that 
evening writing his invitations and mak- 
ing absurd excuses for his decision to 
marry. He visualized the mirth of his 
best man, a leading mechanist, when he 
would read his letter. 

Mary Ann wrote her order for the in- 
vitations, addressed the envelope and gave 
it to her father, 

Monday morning, as the doctor was 
about to step on the train, the professor 
handed him five letters to be mailed in 
the city. On the train the doctor seruti- 
nized the names carefully, placed them 
in his pocket and forgot about them, but 
he did not forget to mail Mary Ann’s 
letter. 

A week passed by and there was no re- 
ply to his letters. He became very nerv- 
ous over the matter and inquired of Mary 
Ann as to what she thought was the cause 
of the delay. 

“Probably your friends are traveling in 
Europe, or making scientific investigations 
among the natives of Africa. Really, you 
would not expect your friends to be sit- 
ting around waiting for such an unex- 
pected invitation, would you?” = 

The professor knew Mary Ann, largely, 
was correct. Undoubtedly several of his 
friends were far from home or hastening 
home. He had not thought of that. 

“But what shall I do? I have no other 
friends whom I should care to have act as 
my best man and ushers.” 

“I guess you are in for being the whole 
show, so far as you are concerned. But 
what am I to do, if father does not bring 
the invitations tonight. They should have 
been mailed on Monday when he returned 
to the city. If they are not here, very 
soon, it will be too late to send them out. 
Tt will be the disappointment of my life 
if all my plans for the wedding should be 
spoiled. From the time I began to think 
of weddings I have planned how my wed- 
ding should be. We certainly shall be in 
trouble if they do not arrive within the 
next few days; nevertheless, I feel sure 
they will come; the engravers never would 
allow a wedding invitation to be over- 
looked. I imagine, however, they are rush- 
ed with fall wedding invitations.” 

“T sincerely hope they do come. I cer- 
tainly would not care to postpone the wed- 
ding,” said the professor. 

“Why, my dear boy, I didn’t know you 
were superstitious. No one could have 
made me believe it.” 

“T am not superstitious; never have 
been. Superstition is one of the age-old 
curses of man,” declared the professor. 

“Why shouldn’t we change it then?” 
demanded Mary Ann. “Only a few know 
of the date. I can telephone my friends 
that we have changed the date. It was 
stupid of me to think of arranging for 
an elaborate Chureh wedding when we 
are so far away. I’ll admit I never imag- 
ined there were so many things to arrange 
that required time, but you know this is 
my first wedding. I think your suggestion 
is fine, and if the invitations come too 
late we’ll put off the wedding until No- 
vember.” ‘ 

The professor did not like Mary Ann’s 
idea at all. He could not understand why 
she should be willing to do so, unless dis- 
play meant more to her than a marriage 
when there was to be one. 

“Tt would be a great disappointment to 
me,’ continued Mary Ann, “but when 
things eannot be helped, they eannot he 
helped, that’s all. No invitations, no wed- 
dine until November, but we’ll make it as 
early as possible.” ; 


Neither appeared very happy. 


possible,” eom- 
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As the doctor alighted from the train 
on Saturday evening, both looked eagerly 
and anxiously for a package in his hand. 
There was no package, but possibly it 
might be in his grip. 

Scarcely had she greeted her father be- 
fore she inquired, “Do you have the in- 
vitations, Father?” 

“No, I have not. They were not at my 
office when I left. Something radically 
wrong about those invitations.” 

Mary Ann looked at the professor and 
the professor looked at Mary Ann. Post- 
ponement ‘seemed inevitable. The return 
trip was not as cheerful as usual. 

The failure of the delivery of the in- 
vitations was a topie of serious discus- 
sion at the dinner table. 

“T can’t stand this delay any longer. I 
shall telephone the engravers early Mon- 
day morning,” declared Mary Ann. 

Before the others had completed their 
breakfast on Monday morning, Mary Ann 
went into her parents’ room and ealled 
for the engravers. 

She returned shortly and seemed almost 
to collapse as she sat down in her chair. 

“The wedding will have to be post- 
poned,” she moaned. That was exactly 
what the professor had been expecting. 

“Postponed! Why?” exclaimed the doe- 
tor. 

“The firm went out of business a month 
ago and I forgot to put my return address 
on the envelope,” explained Mary Ann. 

“Look here, young lady,” commanded 
the doctor, “your intentions were adver- 
tised and the social news items in the 
papers informed the public the wedding 
would take place in late September or 
early October. Don’t you know that if 
your wedding is announced as being post- 
poned until a future date the ‘dear people’ 
will take that as a delicate hint the en- 
gagement has been broken? They’ll say 
‘That’s Mary Ann for you. Just what we 
expected. She is so “unusual,” you 


know’.” 


(To Be Continued Next Week) 


NO PEDDLERS 


The house-visiting parson in Australia 
sometimes gets unexpected rebuffs. A 
zealous curate doing his rounds there had 
his knock answered by a small girl of 
seven. “Mother is suited with a clergy- 
man,’ she said and immediately shut the 
door. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


PRAISE AND ENCOURAGEMENT 
Jessie L. Jackson 


Just as Mrs. Kingsland looked up, Mrs. 
Matthews, her face darkened by frowns, 
came around the corner of the house. 
Suspecting the cause of the frowns, Mrs. 
Kingsland asked. as she placed a chair 
for her visitor, ““How are you succeeding 
with your cooking lessons?” 

“Dorothy is crying, now, over a cake 
of which she has burned the edges. I 
wish you'd tell me how you trained your 
Margaret. She’s the best cook in town.” 

“T didn’t train her. She did it herself, 
From babyhood she always loved to be 
in the kitchen. The first thing I knew 
she was a cook, and a good cook, too.” 

“But you must have done something,” 
said Mrs. Matthews, much mystified. 

“No, honestly. But look at this book. 
You’ve seen it before, but you didn’t 
notice it particularly.” Mrs. Kingsland 
reached into a drawer and brought out a 
little book. 

“My Joseph took these pictures for 
me. See—all through the - book—pies, 
eakes and other good things, made at 
different times by Margaret. Once I let 
her make cookies and invite the neigh- 
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borhood children. Look at that rascal! PROMISE THAT FAILED 
One cookie in his hand and two behind Daughter (after her new beau has left): 
his back! But perhaps I’m tiring you.” “Don’t you think he promises well, 

“No, no! Let me see the rest!” mother?” 

“This is our dining room and table as Mother: “I do not. He looks too much 
Margaret decorated them the Christmas ike your father when he was a young 
my parents came west. And for this she yay. ; 


worked six months.” Here Mrs. Kings- 
land turned to a page upon which was 
pictured a loaf of bread and a check for 
$10. Underneath the picture there ap- 
peared in Mr. Kingsland’s’ writing: 
“Prize given to Margaret by her father 
for her first perfect loaf of bread.” 
“She was 17 then,” said her mother, 
gazing fondly at the sweet face on the 
page. “That about finishes the lesson 
pictures. You notice there are many of 
Margaret. Her husband just begged me 
for this book. I told him, sometime, per- 


A LENTEN INVOICE 


Why not take an invoice, folks, 
Of stock you have in trade, 
By honor’bly checking steps 
In right or wrong you’ve made. 


Perhaps you’re slipping backward 
In your aim to hit the goal; 
Perhaps it is old Satan 
To whom you pay your toll. 


An invoice is essential 

To know what’s on your shelf; 
Tear your ego to pieces, 

Then analyze yourself. 


Perhaps you have in makeup 
Some rough and ugly ways 
In need of renovation, 
To rid you of your haze. 


Perhaps your stock is shelf-worn 
And somewhat faded out, 

Much like the faith of people 
Who always are in doubt. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer 
Hagerstown, Md. 


haps; that he had Margaret, and for the 
present would have to leave the book 


_with me.” 


“IT wonder whether I could make some 
such method work with Dorothy, now?” 

“Of course you could.” Mrs. Kings- 
land’s voice was an inspiration in itself. 
“Begin with that cake with the burned 
edges. Don’t let her cry any more over 
it. I believe that you are too particular 
with her, my dear. Tell her that you 
think she’s worked hard enough. Then 
make a cream dressing for it yourself. 
It'll make a good pudding for your din- 


ner. Then, praise—I’m sure there must 
be something that’s all right.” 

“Oh, there is!” Mrs. Matthews’ face 
quivered. 


“Now, my dear, my whole method was 
this: I didn’t ask for perfection and I 
praised when I could. Also, I encour- 
aged. Praise and encouragement will 
bring perfection in time. Every little 
girl, learning to do the hardest thing in 
the world, is entitled to that much from 
her mother—just praise and encourage- 
ment. You go home and try it!” 

“I will—and thank you.” Mrs. 
thews’ voice was full of hope. 


Mat- 


“From my point of view, it is just as 
important to maintain kindergartens 
with thoroughly trained teachers as it is 
to conduct grade schools, high schools, 
or even colleges and universities.’”—Leon- 
ard W. Riley, former President, Linfield 
College McMinnville, Oregon. 

The National Kindergarten Associa- 
tion, 8 West Fortieth Street, New York, 
will gladly aid any persons who wish 
to secure the advantages of the kinder- 
rarten for the children of their commun- 
ity. Only a properly trained kindergart- 
ner should be put in charge of the class. 


There was a man who had a clock, 
His name was Mr. Mears. 

Ile wound it every single night 
For thirty-seven years. 


And when at last it was found out 
An eight-day clock to he, 
A madder man than Mr. Mears 
You could not wish to see. 
—Exchange 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


CHILDREN OF LIGHT 


Text, Ephesians 5:8, “Walk as children 
of light.” 

In writing to the Christians in the 
Church at Ephesus, St. Paul says to them, 
“Ye were once darkness, but are now hight 
in the Lord: walk as children of light.” 

The Ephesian Christians were mostly 
heathen before their conversion to Chris- 
tianity, with the exception of those who 
had come into the Church from Judaism. 
They had been living in the darkness of 
heathendom. But after their acceptance of 
Jesus as their Savior, they became children 
of light. 

If we go back far enough in our ancestry 
we shall find that our forefathers were 
heathen and walked in darkness, but when 
the light of the gospel shone upon them 
they became children of light and passed 
on this blessing to their children and grand- 
children for many generations. 

How fortunate are those children who 
are born and raised in Christian homes. 
They are children of light from the very 
beginning, and grow into the Christian life 
as a bud opens into a flower. 

And, by the way, flowers are children 
of light. Take the daisy, for instance. It 
is a common flower and grows extensively. 
Its name is a shortened form of “day’s 
eye.” It was called the “day’s eye” be- 
cause it was so sensitive to light and dark- 
ness. The daisy shows its face only in the 
sunlight. When clouds cover the sun it 
shuts itself up. During the night its petals 
are closed, but with the morning light 
they open wide and smile in their beauty. 
The daisy surely may be called “a child 
of light.” Many other flowers are also in 
this class and belong to the children of 
light. 

But just now we are mostly concerned 
about boys and girls and men and women, 
as children of light, for it was of these 
that St. Paul was thinking when he wrote, 
“Walk as children of light.” No doubt 
he got his idea from Jesus who said, “I 
am the light of the world,” and, “Ye are 
the light of the world”; and then added, 
“Even so let your light shine before men: 
that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 

It is sad to think that in this world 
which is so full of natural and spiritual 
light there are so many children of dark- 
ness who do not walk in the light. Jesus 
came to bring light to all and to make them 
children of light. In His sermon on the 
mount He says, “The lamp of the body is 
the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, 
thy whole body shall be full of light. But 
if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall 
be full of darkness. If therefore the light 
that is in thee be darkness, how great is 
that darkness!” 

It is not necessary for any one to walk 
in the darkness in our day, especially in a 
spiritual sense. We have so many bless- 
ings which other nations did not have, 
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and which those in heathenism are still 
deprived of, that we ought to thank God 
every day for the light that He has given 
us and ought to walk as children of light. 

The Bible “is a lamp unto our feet, and 
a light unto our path.’ As the people in 
David’s time carried lanterns to light up 
the way about them and little lamps at- 
tached to their feet so that they could see 
for every step they took, so the Bible may 
be used by us to show us where to tread 
that we may walk as children of light, 
and at the same time so illuminates the 
way before us that we need not to walk in 
darkness at all. 

The wise man long ago exclaimed: 


“But the path of righteous is as the dawn- 
ing light, 
That shineth more 
perfect day; 
The way of the wicked is as darkness: 
They know not at what they stumble.” 


and more unto the 


To walk in darkness is to be in sin, the 
work of darkness; to be under Satan, the 
prince of darkness; to be under wrath, the 
fruit of darkness; and to be near to hell, 
the place of darkness. To walk in the 
light is to walk with God, having the 
peace of mind and heart which comes from 
reconciliation with Him; to walk in the 
light is to walk in the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ; to walk in the light is to 
live a beautiful life that will be a blessing 
to others; to walk in the light is to walk 
in the way that leads home to the Father’s 
house. 

Did you ever watch the caretaker who 
looks after the are lights on our street 
corners? He lets down the light by means 
of a rope; he cleans out whatever dirt may 
be in the glass bowl, and in summertime 
there are many dead moths and other in- 
sects; he replenishes the carbon, that black 
pencil-like substance which he puts in 
place; then he draws the light back into 
its place, and it is ready to illuminate the 
crossing when darkness comes on. 

It is by the action of the electric ecur- 
rent which is turned on in the evening 
that the black carbon points glow with 
light and illuminate the street intersec- 
tions for the benefit of pedestrians and 
motorists. But the light is not in them. 
It is the unseen and mighty power of the 
electric current working in them and 
through them that enables them to give 
light. <A tiny flaw may break the con- 
nection and put out the light. 

As it is possible for those who were once 
in darkness to become children of light, 
so is it possible for those who once shone 
for Christ to become dark and to give no 
light at all. The light which makes you 
children of light is not in you but comes 
from Christ who is the Light of the world. 
As long as you have His Spirit and power 
within you, you will be children of light 
and illuminate the world, but if for any 
reason you should relinquish your hold 
upon Christ by faith the light in you 
would be extinguished and you would be 
children of darkness. 

St. Paul says, “The fruit of the light is 
in all goodness and righteousness and truth, 
proving what is well-pleasing unto the 
Lord.” <As long as Christ dwells in you 
and you dwell in Him you will have the 
light of life within you and will truly be 
children of light and bring forth the fruit 
of the light. 

Let me teil you of two children of light. 
Once the keeper of a lighthouse fell ill 
when he was cleaning the lantern. By 
lighting-up time he was dying. His wife 
took his place and lit up, but had to come 
hurrying back to his bedside. Presently 
one of the children came running to her 
and said, “Mother, the lantern is not turn- 
ing.’ The father had not had time to 
wind up and set the heavy machinery 
which made thé light revolve. It could not 
be left stationary lest it might be taken 
for another light. It had to be turned 
by hand, and the mother could not leave 
the dying father. What do you think those 
children of ten and seven years old did? 


They went up the long stair, and all the 
night they toiled at the heavy levers of 
the hand-turning gear and kept the light 
revolving. It guided the ships homeward 
and pointed the way to those that were 
outward bound. And the captains saw it 
and blessed it. And the great ships and 
little ships passed, and none of all the 
company knew that the light which shone 
so clearly was kept going by two pairs of 
brave little arms and two brave little ach- 
ing hearts whose mother was weeping 
and whose father was dying. They them- 
selves knew they were children of the 
light, and however sad they might be, they 
felt they must keep the light going. 


Box 


ANSWER TO—HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE 
IN RHYME, No. 34 
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Puzzle 


CURTAILED WORDS, No. 41 
1. Curtail a place of refuge and get to 


possess. Curtail it twice and hear an 
exclamation, 
2. Curtail your allowance of provisions 


and get a fixed proportion. Curtail it 
twice and get a rodent. Curtail it and 
see the Egyptian Sun god. 

3. Curtail a village in Holland and get a 
place of exit. Curtail it twice and get 
a verb of action. 

4. Curtail a merry trick and get to be 
against. ‘Curtail and find an emmet. 
Curtail it and get the indefinite article. 

5. Curtail certain evergreen trees and get 
to languish or long for. Curtail and 
get a metal fastener. Curtail it and find 
mixed type. 

6. Curtail twice to have placed in the 
ground and get the thing so placed. 
Curtail it and find a method of pro- 
cedure. A. M. S. 


I remember a stanza Bob Burdette 
wrote while serving as a pastor. He was 
not only a great platform entertainer but 
a very successful minister. He was dread- 
fully exasperated at his Church officers. 
He was a Baptist. One day, in a fit of 
despondeney, he wrote: 

“Tell my trustees when I am dead 

That they shall shed no tears. 
For I shall not be deader then 
Than they have been for years.” 
—Presbyterian Advance 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


Sometimes when we empty the garbage 
for mother, we accidentally let a spoon 
slip in, or a knife, or the rubber scraper. 
It is not a nice job to hunt for the missing 
articles; nor can we expect the garbage 
man to find them for us. But I know of one 
garbage man who does find and save lost 
articles. And guess what he had ready 
for the assistant manager of a certain ho- 
tel ve stayed in? Two tablespoons, two 
lemonade spoons, one bullion spoon, 16 soup 
spoons, 81 teaspoons, 31 oyster forks, 15 
table forks, 11 gravy boats, 138 relish 
dishes, one large cream pitcher, six medium- 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 


In this journey of life many 
Church members consult their road- 
maps more than they consult God. 


—Now and Then 


sized cream pitchers, 100 small cream 
pitchers!!!! So here’s “Do be careful 
when helping mother in the kitchen” greet- 
ings to all my boys and girls who do not 
want to throw away anything that is of 
value. 


ST EDDY? 


Bright eyes, twin stars of love, 
So full of happiness, 

I know they’re sent from Heaven 
To comfort and to bless. 


Pink hands, so velvet soft, 
Yet strong as magnet sure 


To bring us Home; O God, 
Keep him like this, so pure, 


So sweet, Thine image now; 
Let light eternal shine 

To guide and guard and bless 
This wee grandson of mine! 


Ethel Hosking. 
Telford, Pa. 


An exam at Roanoke College asked for 
the principal parts of any Latin verb. A 


not-too-bright student replied, “Slippe, 
slippere, falli, bumptus.” The returned 
paper had these words, “Falio, failere, 


fluncto, suspendum,.”’—Ursinus Weekly. 


The Family Altar 


The Rev. Alfred Grether, Defiance, O. 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF MAR. 19-25 


Memory Verse: “Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given; and the govern- 
ment shall be upon His shoulder: and His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. 

Memory Hymn: “Art Thou Weary, Art 
Thou Languid?” 249 in Hymnal of Re- 
formed Church. 


Monday—Birth and Infancy of Jesus 
Matthew 2:1-12 

As this is review week, we are to recon- 
sider some of the topies recently treated. 
The birth of Jesus is a favorite subject 
with all Christians, one on which they al- 
ways are glad to dwell. To the inquiry 
of the skeptic, “Why make so much of so 
lowly a birth?” the believer replies, “Be- 
cause Jesus’ birth means more to the hu- 
man race than words can describe.” The 
Wise Men may have been wise for other 
reasons, yet by following the star that 
God gave to guide them to the new born 
King and persisting in their quest till 
they found Him, by worshipping Him and 
presenting to Him their treasures, they set 
an example of supreme wisdom for every 
son of earth to follow. No folly is greater 
than that of minimizing the importance 
of Chris#’s coming to earth. 

Prayer: 

“Light of the world, abide 

Through faith within my heart; 
Leave me to seck no other guide, 
Nor e’er from me depart.” Amen. 


Tuesday—Jesus Calls the Four 
Matthew 4:18-25 

The “Four,” though of humble rank, 
were experts in their line of work. Be- 
cause of natural conditions, fishing was 
not as successful some days as others; 
vet they knew how to surmount the draw- 
backs and were sufficiently skilled, what- 
ever happened, to keep going and earn a 
respectable livelihood for themselves and 
their dependents. To ascend from that 
level to be expert fishers of men was tak- 
ing a great step; yet to such an exalted 
service the Lord called them and fulfilled 
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His promise of making them competent 
for it. As proof of this, through whom 
did the Spirit of God ever work more 
mightily and gloriously for bringing souls 
to Christ than through Peter at Pente- 
cost? Or what more powerful means for 
bringing men into the Kingdom could we 
think of than the Spirit filled writings of 
John? 

Prayer: Lord, we commit to Thee all 
who are not in Thy fold. Fill those whom 
Thou wouldst make fishers of men with 
Thy Spirit and power, with wisdom, and 
grace so that Thy work may prosper and 
many may be brought to Thee. Amen. 


Wednesday—The Golden Rule 
Luke 6:27-38 

Through the centuries men’s hearts have 
been swayed by the rule of gold, craving 
for wealth, the delusion that to be rich 
in worldly possessions brings joy and fe- 
licity. Jesus restored and properly em- 
phasized the Golden Rule that existed in 
the letter long before but had been all 
but entirely forgotten and set aside. He 
established a new moral order, the basis 
of which is love for God and love for 
one’s fellowmen. The foundation of it 
is the “Mystery of the cross,” the work 
of redemption wrought by Him in fulfill- 
ment of all that the prophets had spoken 
concerning His setting up of a kingdom 
in which love and righteousness should 
be dominant. The influence of the golden 
rule is co-extensive with the spirit that 
controls the hearts and minds of men and 
women twice born. 

Prayer: 

“Come, Thou Spirit of pure love, 

Who didst forth from God proceed, 
Never from my heart remove; 
Let me all Thine impulse heed; 
Let my heart heneceforward be 
Moved, controlled, inspired by Thee.” 
Amen, 


Thursday—Jesus’ Power to Help 
Matthew 9:1-13 


The houses of Palestine were low and 


LENT 


By Edgar A. Guest, in the 
“Philadelphia Public Ledger” 


A time of self-denial and of praise, 
A time of calmer thought 
And some slight abdication of the 
ways 
For selfish pleasure wrought. 


For forty days of self a little less 
And of our own desires, 
And more concern about the inner 
dress 
The soul of man requires. 


For forty days to prove the spirit’s 
strength 
By shunning pleasing things; 
Fasting the flesh for forty days full 
length, 
For the sweet pride this brings. 


Is this enough God’s favor to de- 
serve? 
Is this the aim of Lent? 
Should man his own soul struggle to 


preserve 
And with that be content? 


Or rather should he not for forty 
days 
More helpful try to be, 
And following the Master, seek his 
praise 
By serving as. did He? 


Suppose for forty days in doing good 
Our strength and time were spent 
Seeking His dream of human 
brotherhood, 
Would that be keeping Lent? 
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Books for Good Friday 


OUTLINE ADDRESSES FOR 
THE THREE HOURS’ 
DEVOTION 


By THE Rev. Marcus Donovan, M.A. 


This is an unusually handy book for any 
one who is preparing a series of addresses 
for the Three Hour Sarvice on Good Fri- 
day. Bight of the sets of outlines deal, in 
different ways, with the Seven Last Words 
from the Cross, applying them in plain and 
practical ways to our understanding of our 
own lives, our duty to our neghbors, and 
our duty to God. Another set of outlines 
treats of the seven words addressed to the 
Cross and still another set consists of 
meditations on the Instruments of the 
Passion as symbolizing the different kinds 
of sin—and how we may get rid of them. 
The book contains a very thoroughgoing 
index so that one may make up his own 
sets of addresses on any grouping best 
suited to his purpose. 85e 


THE WELLS OF 
SALVATION 


By Fatruer Josepu, O.S.F. 

The Three Hour Service of Good Friday 
presents an unparalleled opportunity for 
giving practical instruction in Chureh 
teaching. Accordingly he has based his dis- 
courses on the sacraments, the Wells of 
Salvation from which we draw the living 
waters. $1.00 


SELFHOOD AND SACRIFICE 


By THE 
REy. FRANK GAVIN, PHD., Tu.D. 


Dr. Gavin is that rare combination—a 
distinguished scholar who has retained the 
ability to talk to the man in the pew in 
the language he can understand and ap- 
preciate. A new insight into the timeless 
mystery of the Atonement will be derived 


from these addresses on the Seven Last 
Words from the Cross. $1.00 


CALVARY TODAY 


By Rr. Rev. CHaArues Fiske, D.D., 
Bishop of Central New York 


These addresses have the vitality and 
virility of the spoken word, with all its 
directness of appeal to make religion not 
a mere matter of custom or convention, a 
respectable inheritance, but the strength 
and power of life. “‘One cannot help think- 
ing of the time when Phillips Brooks stood 
in New York and gave his soul-searching 
addresses to business men. There is the 
same straightforward searching talk, with 
the real spiritual undertone, pervading 
these addresses."’—Boston Transcript. $1.00 


' the cross. 


CRUCIFIED 
By Rev. FRANK L. VERNON, D.D. 


In these Good Friday addresses, Dr. Ver- 
non takes his readers to the parting of the 
way. One road, he shows, leads to a pagan 
world — prosperous, brilliant, attractive. 
The other leads to Calvary—along the Way 
of Sorrows, up the hill, straight to the 
Cross. And he endeavors to show the Way 
of Sorrows is the Way of Peace, the Way 
of Wonder, and the Way of Glory. $1.00 


THE CRIES FROM THE 
CROSS 


By Rey. 
STANLEY LEFEvreE Kress, A.M. 


These are actual sermons preached dur- 
ing the Three Hours’ Service on the Seven 
Last Words from the Cross. <Any clergy- 
man may use them as they are, as the 
author states they occupy exactly three 
hours of time. Paper, $1.00 


CROSS AND CHALICE: Two 


Courses of Lenten Addresses 
By Rev. G. F. NAaytor 


The first series consists of addresses on 
the symbolic meaning of the four kinds 
of wood which legend reports were used in 
This series ends with an address 
on Simon of Cyrene. The second series of 
addresses has to do with the fourfold 
Passover promise and its fulfillment—the 


promise as given in Exodus 6:6, 7, inter- 
preted in the light of Christ’s teaching. 
$1.00 


HIS LAST THURSDAY 


By JAmEs S. Kirtiey, D.D. 


Unique and original studies of the events 
and motives leading up to the cross and 
resurrection, centering them, as the author 
of this volume does, on Thursday. Doctor 
Kirtley treats of them with discretion, ten- 
derness and sympathy that we might ex- 


pect from one whose preaching is famed 
for its evangelicai warmth. $1.00 


THE ATONEMENT 
By THE 
Rey. SPENCE Burton, S.S.J.E. 
This book is a very sympathetic and ap- 


pealing interpretation of our Lord’s Seven 
Last Words from the Cross. $1.00 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN ENDUCATION OF THE 
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simple in construction. To open the roof 
for letting down the paralytic was not 
so difficult or unusual as one might 
imagine; it is said that peasants followed 
this proceedure for storing grain, straw 
and other articles. Yet the act of bring- 
ing the palsied one thus before the Lord 
gave unmistakable evidence of dauntless 
faith in Him as helper and healer; nor 
did the Master fail them. Though op- 
posed as on so many occasions by the 
scribes, He proved that He had power to 
heal by a word both the man’s stricken, 
shrivelled body and his sin-burdened soul. 
The incident furnishes us a fine example 
of Christ’s ability and willingness to grant 
far more than we ask or expect, when we 
approach Him in a right spirit. 


Prayer: We rejoice to know, dear 
Saviour, that Thou art able and willing to 
speak pardon to men’s souls and help 
them in all of their afflictions. Banish 
fear and doubt from our lives and pre- 
serve in us a joyous, overcoming faith. 
Amen. 


Friday—tThe Cost of Discipleship 
Matthew 10:34-39 


No fair-minded person can read these 
words without perceiving that to be a 
true disciple, an out and out Christian, 
personal decision of a most pronounced 
and definite sort is required. Salvation is 
free for everyone who seeks it through 
faith in Christ, and all are urgently in- 
vited to come without money and without 
price and obtain it; but when one takes 
that step Christ-ward, he must keep on 
stepping, regardless of the cost in self- 
denial. To lay claim to salvation and re- 
fuse to take up one’s cross and follow Him 
whole-heartedly is proof that one has not 
truly and fully accepted Him. “He that 
is not with me is against me.” 

Prayer: 

“Counting gain and glory loss, 

May I tread the path He trod; 

Die with Jesus on the cross, 

Rise with Him to Thee, my God.” 
Amen. 
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Saturday—Jesus Lord of the Sabbath 
Matthew 12:1-8 
Dwellings are for the protection and 
benefit of their inhabitants; yet they do 
not always serve this purpose. By ignor- 
ing and opposing the laws of hygiene and 
sanitation some families make death 
houses of their homes. In a similar man- 
ner the Jews perverted the Sabbath, which 
God instituted for man’s good and high- 
est enjoyment. It is hard to see how 
their way of keeping it ministered any- 
thing but harm. By declaring and prov- 
ing Himself to be Lord of the Sabbath 
and instructing men as to its real mean- 
ing and purpose Jesus opened again the 
way of proper, helpful, God-pleasing Sab- 
bath observance. Do we keep the day in 
the spirit of His teachings? 


Prayer: 
“Q make Thy rest within my breast, 
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Great Spirit of all grace; 
Make me like Thee, then shall I be 
Prepared to see Thy face.” Amen, 


Sunday—Jesus the Good Shepherd 
John 10:7-16 


“Was there ever kindest shepherd, 
Half so gentle, half so sweet, 

As the Saviour, who would have us 
Come and gather ’round His feet?” 


There are indeed many kind, faithful 
under-shepherds; yet none to compare 
with Him, “the Great Shepherd of the 
sheep,” who, to distinguish Himself from 
the many impostors and hirelings, called 
Himself “The Good Shepherd” and gave 
us this exquisite teaching that is known 
as the Shepherd Psalm of the New Testa- 
ment. All that the best oriental shepherd 
ever was or could be to his thousands of 
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sheep and lambs Jesus is in an infinitely 
more elevated, gratifying, spiritual sense 
to the countless thousands that follow 
Him and depend on Him for the supply- 
ing of their needs. He is “The Good Shep- 
herd.” 

Prayer: 

“Jesus, my Shepherd, let me share 

Thy guiding hand, Thy tender care; 

And let me ever find in Thee 

A refuge and a rest for me.” Amen, 


Professor: “What is steam?” 
Student: “Water in a high 
perspiration.” 


state of 


“So your wife has gone to Palm Beach 
for her health. What did she have?” 

“Eight hundred dollars her father gave 
her.” 


PRESENT STATUS OF THE MORTGAGE 
REDEMPTION PLAN 


As of March 1, the effort to liquidate 


the indebtedness of the Board of Home 
Missions has received $202,450 in sub- 


scriptions. This amount has been sub- 
scribed by 800 persons. Approximately, 
one-half of the membership of the Reform- 
ed Church is located in the Eastern Synod 
and, to date, Churchmen and Churechwomen 
in the Eastern Synod have subscribed 
$80,000 of the total received. Pittsburgh 
Synod ranks second to Eastern in the 
amount of money subscribed to date. 
Church members in Pittsburgh Synod have 
subseribed a total of $30,000. 

In the Eastern Synod, Philadelphia 
Classis leads in the amount subscribed. 
This Classis has produced $21,000. Lehigh 
Classis ranks second, with $14,000 sub- 
scribed. In Pittsburgh Synod, Allegheny 
Classis leads. It has produced $10,000. 
Westmoreland Classis ranks second with 
$7,000 subseribed. 

While the campaign, as such, was defi- 
nitely terminated Dec. 31, 1933, so there 
would be no interference with other causes 
in the Church, private subscriptions are 
still being received and will continue to 
be accepted until the goal of $300,000 is 
reached. The operation of the Mortgage 
Redemption Plan has already benefited 
other organizations within the denomina- 
tion, and a recent example was in the 
case of the subscription of a prominent 
member of the Board of Foreign Missions’ 
staff. This gentleman subscribed $200 to 
the Board of Home Missions and requested 
that in the insurance, placed to cover his 
subscription, the Board of Ministerial Re- 
lief should be made the beneficiary. Re- 
cently, the insured under this subscription 
died and the insurance was paid promptly 
to the Board of Ministerial Relief. This 
minister, with his subscription to the Board 
of Home Missions, also rendered another 
service to the Church; his personal sub- 
scription to the Board of Home Missions, 
and the check from the Insurance Com- 
pany to the Board of Ministerial Relief. 
This case is one of many where subscribers 
have made other organizations in the 
Church the beneficiary. 

Complete and detailed information will 
be supplied anyone who is interested in 
the Mortgage Redemption Plan as it is 
being applied to help solve the financial 
problem of the Board of Home Missions. 

During the past year, considerable head- 
way has been made on the indebtedness of 
Churches to the Board of Home Missions. 
This indebtedness amounts to approximately 
$1,500,000 and represents money advanced 
to Churches throughout the denomination 
for the erection of Church buildings and 
parsonages. It represents a capital invest- 
ment that the Board of Home Missions 
has made in the Reformed Church. 

Due to conditions, over which the vari- 
ous debtor Churches frequently had no 
control, it has been impossible for several 


years for them to fulfill their obligations 
to the Board. This failure has been one 
of the causes for the Board’s critical finan- 
cial condition. If it were possible to se- 
cure the payment of this money owed by 
Churches to the Board of Home Missions, 
the entire financial problem of the Board 
would be solved immediately. Realizing 
the situation facing the debtor Churches, 
the Board, during the past year, offered 
these debtor Churches an opportunity to 
liquidate their debts through an amplified 
Mortgage Redemption Plan. Already this 
Plan has been adopted and put in operation 
by the following Churches: Olivet, Phila- 
delphia; St. Andrew’s, Philadelphia; Hope, 
Philadelphia; First, Burlington, N. C.; St. 
Paul’s, Roanoke, Va.; Grace, Toledo, O.; 
Goss Memorial, Akron, O. 

These Churches owe the Board an ag- 
gregate of $144,200, and, under the Mort- 
gage Redemption Plan, they now have their 
debts on a liquidation basis, which se- 
cures the money they owe the Board at a 
most economical carrying charge. 

In addition to the $144,200 owed by 
Churches, which is now on a liquidation 
basis, the liquidation of approximately 
$400,000 more of this type of indebtedness 
to the Board has been authorized under 
the same arrangement. It will be placed 
upon a liquidation basis just as soon as 
the Consistories of these debtor Churches 
can arrange the details. In the face of 
most adverse conditions, the Board of 
Home Missions has fought valiantly to 
solve its financial problems. This deter- 
mined effort is bearing fruit and, with the 
continued co-operation from individuals 
who have the welfare of their Church at 
heart, it will succeed. 

Edgar B. Speer. 


A REMARKABLE RECORD 


The S. S. of St. John’s Church, Kan- 
napolis, N. C., Dr. Lee A.*Peeler, pastor, 
has a record which any school might do 
well to emulate. Of an approximate 335 


on roll in 1933, 30 per cent, or 100, had 
a perfect attendance record. When Dr. 
Peeler came to Kannapolis 14 years ago, 
one of his first acts was to organize a 
S. S., out of which grew the present Church 
and well developed 8. 8. Three who en- 
rolled at the very outset have had a per- 
fect attendance record: P. E. Correll, Miss 
Doris Blackwelder and Mrs. Lee A. Peeler, 
having a perfect record for 14 years. Cleo 
Overcash has had a 13-year record and 
Joe Blackwelder and J. V. Blackwelder 
an ll-year record. Others with fine rec- 
ords are: 10 years—Mrs. Demina Overcash; 
9 years—Mary Dayvault and Hazaleen and 
Louise Correll; 8 years—Mrs. Mary Over- 
cash, Mrs. P. E. and Gladys Lee Correll, 
Lenna McCombs, Helen Snipes and Louise 
Haitheock; 7 years— Ruth Pethel, Alice 
Dayvault, George Peeler (here and Salis- 
bury), Chas. Suther, Francis Haithcock, 
Margaret Overeash, and ©. M. and Alta 
Linn; 6 years—Zeb Walter, Billie Haith- 
cock, Hoyle Mason McCombs, Mrs. J. V. 
Blackwelder, Shelby Correll and Mamie 
Dayvault; 5 years—R. D. and Harry Day- 
vault, Ernest Faulenberry, Mrs. Carl 
Pethel, Eva Mae and Arthur Pethel, Eve- 
lyn Overeash, Hilda Perry, Ruth Walter 
and Robert Linn; 4 years—Leonard Me- 
Combs, Earl Correll, Clara Wagstaff, Phylis 
Haithecock, Maggie Faulkenberry, Helen 
and Mrs. D. H. Dayvault, Irish Snipes, 
Mrs. C. M. Linn, Ralph Morgan, and Roy 
and Rosa Lee Cook; 3 years—Evelyn Sills, 
Joe Brantley, Carl Fisher, Hubert Pethel. 
The following part here and part at Faith: 
Mrs. W. S. Barger and Willette, P. A., 
Mary E. and M. J. Barger; 2 years — 
James Harold, Louise and Edith Dayvault, 
Violet Blackwelder, Margaret, Powell, Don- 
ald Wagstaff, Carl Barnard, Ruth Sills and 
Clinton Galloway; 1 year—Fred Powell, 
Haywood Sullivan, Wallace McCombs, L. 
S. Holland, Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Deal, Glenn, 
Sara L. and Norma Deal, Jacob and Glenn 
Overeash, Doris and Virginia Mooney, Mrs, 
J. T. Fesperman, J. T. Fesperman, Jr., Mrs, 
Mary Yarhling, Lanell Schuckle, Esther 


Think of a big crowd like this—with a perfect record for 1933! 
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and Juanita Thompson, B. A. Fisher, Jr., 
J. L. Owens, J. F. Dayvault, Mrs. David 
McCombs, Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Sloop, Al- 
bert and Hoyt Sloop, Mrs. Livian Holland, 
and Luetta Cook. The accompanying pic- 


Mrs. 


Accepting amendments which loaded the 
measure with $354,000,000 in benefits for 
veterans and Federal employes and would, 
if enacted, almost wipe out the saving of 
$400,000,000 under the Economy Act, the 
Senate Feb. 27 passed the Independent Of- 
fices Bill. Senator Borah blocked the pay 
cut restoration to employes receiving $6,000 
or more. 

A broad program to build up the mili- 
tary strength of France will be acted on 
soon by the French Cabinet. More troops 
and airplanes and speedy completion of 
vessels now under construction are includ- 
ed in the plan, said to have the tentative 
approval of Premier Gaston Doumergue. 

Dr. Henry Churchill King, president 
emeritus of Oberlin College (Ohio), died 
at Oberlin Feb. 27. He was 75 and was 
president of Oberlin for nearly twenty-five 
years, retiring in 1927. 

The gold medal of the associated ex- 
hibitors of the National Education Asso- 
ciation was conferred upon Dr. Walter 
Damrosch, dean of American conductors, 
at the annual meeting of the department 
of superintendence at Cleveland, Feb. 27. 

The dead body of a sea monster has been 
found on the shores of Cherbourg, 
France, recently. It is 25 feet long and 
5 feet in diameter at-its widest part. Its 
neck is a yard long and it head is almost 
square. It will be inspected by ichthyolo- 
gists in an effort to identify it. 

A new empire was ceremonially created 
March 1 in the ancient domain of the 
Manchus with the enthronement of young 
Henry Pu Yi, the last of his dynastic clan, 
in a centuries-old ritual. The 29-year-old 
Emperor takes the title “Kang Teh” as 
ruler of Manchukuo of more than 30,000,- 
000 people under the military protection of 
Japan, with a salary and a civil list of 
about $1,750,000 a year. 

A three-fold relief program, designed to 
give special consideration to the varying 
needs of the unemployed and destitute in 
rural and urban areas, was announced by 
President Roosevelt Feb. 28, as the sequel 
to the Civil Works program. The program 
as outlined by the President is to go into 
effect after May 1. 

The General Education Board, founded 
by John D. Rockefeller, Sr., in 1902 ap- 
propriated $2,423,303 during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1933. This is $8,392,843 
less than in the previous year. 


Mrs. Annie A. Longfellow Thorp, 78, 
daughter of the poet, Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow, and widow of Joseph G. 
Thorp, died at the family home in Cam- 
bridge, Mass., Feb. 28. She was the 
“laughing Allegra” of Longfellow’s poem, 
“The Children’s Hour.” 


Mrs. Frederick Wallingford Whitridge, 
daughter of Matthew Arnold, the English 
poet, died Feb. 28 in her home in New 
York City at the age of 75. She married 
a New York lawyer in 1884. He died in 
1916. 


The belief, shared by the public as well 
as by business and official circles, that 
Great Britain is making a decisive recov- 
ery from the depression was strengthened 
March 1 by a variety of fresh evidence. 

The Federal Government March 1 took 
over control of relief activities in North 
Dakota, Harry L. Hopkins, the adminis- 
trator, said, because political contributions 
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ture, taken on the day the “Attendance 
Certificates were given out, shows those 
with a perfect record for 1933. Can any 
other Church School surpass this showing 
by a mission congregation? 


had been collected from employes of the 
State Relief Administration. 

A total of 65,000,000 Chinese, residing 
in portions of fourteen provinces were 
forced to become refugees last year, ac- 
cording to a report Mar. 1 by the Nanking 
National Relief Commission after its an- 
nual survey. 

The Mayo brothers, the noted surgeons 
of Rochester, Minnesota, have recently giv- 
en a half million dollars to the medical 
department of the University of Minne- 
sota, stating at the same time that this 
money “came from the sick, and, we be- 
lieve, it ought to return to the sick.” 

President Roosevelt recommended to 
Congress in a special message March 2 the 
abandonment by the United States of all 
military bases in the Philippine Islands 
as a further accession to the move- 
ment for Philippine independence. He 
also recommended that the future dis- 
position of American naval bases in 
the Philippines be left to future nego- 
tiations between the United States and the 
government of the islands. The President 
suggested specifically that the Hawes-Cut- 
ting Philippine Independence Act be re- 
vived and amended to this effect. 

According to a recent report, Italy has 
decided not to introduce any new naval 
program this year, in view of the disarma- 
ment conversations and as a friendly ges- 
ture toward other nations. This will be 
the first time in six years no new Italian 
warships have been authorized. 

President Roosevelt March 2 asked Con- 
gress for a grant of authority which would 
enable him to establish a new tariff policy 
designed to stimulate America’s foreign 
trade by reciprocal agreements with other 
nations. 

Immigrants throughout the world are 
going back to the old country, the Inter- 
national Labor Office at Geneva reported 
March 2, but it said this was a healthy, 
not a bad, sign of economic conditions. 
Emigration figures indicate the return to 
more normal conditions and signs of im- 
provement in different parts of the world. 

President Roosevelt received March 3 
an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from 
the American University at Washington. 
Dr. Joseph M. M. Gray was installed as 
chancellor of the institution. The Presi- 
dent in this closing day of his first year in 
office, praised the intelligent interest 
which the people of the United States were 
taking in government. In the academic 
procession which filed into Continental 
Hall to witness the installation and listen 
to the address of the President nearly 200 
universities were represented. 

Miss Grace Green Roosevelt, only daugh- 
ter of Col. and Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, 
Jy., was married March 8 to William Me- 
Millan, son of the late Hugh McMillan of 
Detroit. The wedding took place in Christ 
Chureh, Oyster Bay, L. I. 

The Chalfont St. Giles elm tree under 
which Milton wrote “Paradise Lost” is 
dead. It stood in the main street of the 
little Buckinghamshire Village, England, 
and generations of children have played 
around it. : 

The income per capita of the total popu- 
lation last year was $316, compared with 
$307 in 1932. 

President Roosevelt March 5 told a large 
audience of business and industrial leaders 
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that the recovery program represented by 
the NRA and other government agencies 
was here to stay. He asked for higher pay 
and shorter hours; that it is the imme- 
diate task of industry to re-employ more 
people at purchasing wages; that the gov- 
ernment cannot forever continue to absorb 
the whole burden of unemployment. 

In line with the President’s plea, a 10% 
slash in hours of labor and a correspond- 
ing increase in pay for industries under 


NRA was outlined by General Hugh 58. 
Johnson March 5 at meetings called to 


discuss methods of reinvigorating the re- 
covery unit. Leaders of industry and 
NRA officials met that night to begin the 
actual task of correcting mistakes of the 
National Recovery Unit and of devising 
means of increasing employment. 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt left Miami, 
March 5, by plane for Puerto Rico to ob- 
serve poverty conditions there first hand. 
Miss Lorena Hickok, chief investigator for 
the Federal Relief Administration, accom- 
panied her. 

Ten women and two children were res- 
cued March 5 from the camp of the ma- 
rooned Chelyuskin survivors on the ice of 
the Arctic Ocean near the Baring Straits 
by Pilot Lapidevsky. Eight of the women 
were original passengers on the Chelyuskin 
which sank Feb. 13. 

A formal order to leave the country 
within 48 hours was given Samuel Insull by 
Greece March 5. Mr. Insull has fought 
for months against extradition to Chicago. 


ZION’S CLASSIS 


The 131st annual meeting of Zion’s Clas- 
sis was held at Memorial Church, York, 
Pa., Rey. Dr. EH. O: Keen, minister, on 
Feb. 12 and 13. The opening session was 
held Monday evening at 7.45. The Rey. 
Dr. Henry J. Christman, president of 
General Synod, preached the sermon. Fol- 
lowing this was the election of officers. 
They are as follows: President, Rev. Paul 
TI. Kuntz; vice-president, Alvin DeHoff; 
corresponding secretary, Rev. Charles R- 
Zweizig; and reading clerk, Rev. Lee J. 
Gable. The president is a son of Memorial 
Church and the vice-president is the elder 
of Memorial Church. 

Tuesday morning Communion was ad- 
ministered by the newly elected officers. 
The new order of business was followed, 
but Classis requested additional changes 
to be made when the new constitution is 
made for the United Church. Rev. O. K. 
Maurer, the retiring president, gave a very 
interesting report on the state of the 
In Zion’s Classis the parochial 
reports are not read by the ministers but 
simply handed to the retiring president. 
The condition and problems of every con- 
gregation were included in the report in a 
most effective way. The question of again 
reading the individual reports was brought 
up but tabled until the fall meeting. The 
year 1933 shows a net gain of 88 mem- 
bers. Of this number one congregation, 
St. Stephen’s, Rev. Howard F. Boyer, min- 
ister, shows a net gain of 46 members. This 
is the largest gain Zion’s Classis made in 
more than six years. 

Fifteen of the 36 congregations paid the 
apportionment in full. They are as fol- 
lows: St. John’s and Emanuel of the St. 
John’s Charge at Red Lion, Grace, Memor- 
ial, Bethany, Trinity First, Heidelberg and 
Zion of the York Churches, Dover and 
Shiloh of the Dover Charge, Filey’s of the 
Dillsburg Charge, Locust Grove, Canadoch- 
ly and Trinity of the Kreutz Creek 
Charge, and St. Paul’s of the Paradise 
Charge. Every minister was present at 
Classis and every elder save one, Classis 
has six students for the ministry, four of 
them receiving aid. A new spirit seems 
to be developing that will make it more 
difficult for students in the future to re- 
ceive aid. 

‘Classis paused during the morning ses- 
sion to pay tribute to the late Rev. Dr. 
George S. Sorber, pastor of Bethany 


20 REFORMED 


Chureh for 33 years. He was the dean of 
Classis and well loved by all. 

Classis decided that the fall and winter 
meetings should begin with an evening 
session so as to give more laymen an op- 
portunity to attend. As it is, our laymen 
know too little about our meetings of 
Classes. The fall meeting will be held on 
Oct. 10 and 11, place to be designated by 
the officers; and the next annual winter 
meeting will be held at Grace Church, Rev. 
I. A. Raubenhold, minister, on Feb. 11 
and 12, the opening session at 7.45 P. M., 
Feb. 11. 

The delegates to the new General Synod 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
on June 27, are: primarii, Rev. Dr. J. Kern 
McKee and Rev. Oliver S. Hartman, Elders 
John Gerber, Dr. C. P. Rice; secundi, Revs. 
Howard F. Boyer and E. O. Keen, D.D., 
Elders E. T. Brooks and R. A. Paules. 

On Sunday afternoon at 2.30 in Trinity 
First Church, Rey. Dr. Allan S. Meck, 
minister, a mass meeting for the men of 
the 36 congregations was held. The Rev. 
Dr. Paul S. Leinbach was the speaker. He 
gave a very forceful address. A number 
of men expressed themselves that we 
should have more such meetings in the 
future. It proved to be more effective 
than the Consistorial Conference because 
it reached men outside the consistories, the 
great unused man power of the Reformed 
Church. Trinity Church was filled; 500 
men were in attendance. Rev. Roy W. 
Limbert of the Dover Charge, had the 
largest delegation of 70 men, next was 
Rey. Oliver K. Maurer of Red Lion with 
43, then Heidelberg of York, Rev. Robert 
Thena, and the Paradise Charge, Rev. E. 
V. Strasbaugh, with each 37 men present. 
Every charge was represented but one. 

—Chairman Press Committee. 


WEST SUSQUEHANNA CLASSIS 


The Annual Sessions of West Susque- 
hanna Classis was held in St. John’s 
Church, Rev. H. H. Rupp, pastor, Lewis- 
burg, Pa., Feb. 13-14. Rev. E. G. Kline, 
retiring president, of Selinsgrove, preached 
a stirring sermon on the subject, “Steward- 
ship and the New Era.” On Wednesday 
morning, an inspirational sermon was 
preached by Rey. Ira W. Frantz, of Mif- 
flinburg. On Tuesday evening, Rev. 
Henry M. Strub, of Williamsport, the pas- 
tor of the only congregation of the Evan- 
gelical Synod of N. A. in this section of 
the State, gave an interesting address, in 
which he described the history and genius 
of his denomination. In view of our com- 
ing merger, his address was informing and 
timely. 

The election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows: President, Rev. A. 8S. Asendorf; vice- 
president, Elder Chas. F. Dewire, Lewis- 
burg; reading clerk, Rev. Ira W. Frantz; 
cor. secretary, Elder Martin H. Moyer, 
New Berlin. Elder David K. Keller, ‘Cen- 
tre Hall, is the treasurer, having been 
elected last fall, and Rey. H. H. Rupp, 
Lewisburg, continues as stated clerk. 

After filling several vacancies in the 
delegation to the special meeting of the 
General Synod in June, the list is as fol- 
lows: Ministers primarii: Rev. I. S. Ditz- 
ler, Rev. G. A. Fred Griesing, Rev. W. C. 
Rittenhouse. Secundi: Rev. D. R. Keener, 
Rev. E. G. Kline, Rev. A. S. Asendorf. 
Elders primarii: E. E. Ardery, Bellefonte, 
Pa.; Prof. John H. Hisenhauer, Lewisburg, 
Pa.; Howard T. Struble, Bellefonte, Pa., 
R. D. 2. Seeundi: A. A. Eisenhauer, Lewis- 
burg, Pa., R. D. 2; A. H. Riale, Williams- 
port, Pa.; Chas. F. Dewire, Lewisburg, Pa. 
The same delegation will represent the 
Classis at the meeting of first Gen. Sy. of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 

Elders Robert H. Snodgrass, of Mifflin- 
burg, and Martin H. Moyer, New Berlin, 
Pa., were re-elected members of the Board 
of Trustees for a term of three years. 

A petition from Grubb’s congregation, 
in Snyder Co., to be dissolved and their 
interests in the Grubb’s Union Church to 
be disposed of was presented to the Clas- 
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sis. As this is a congregation of only 11 
members, has had no services for years, 
and no future, Classis granted the peti- 
tion, and referred the matter of disposing 
of the Reformed interests in the Chureh 
property to the Board of Trustees. Ar- 
rangements are being made to transfer our 
interests to the Grubb’s Lutheran congre- 
gation for the sum of $1. The latter is a 
flourishing congregation, has been using 
the property for a number of years, and 
ought to possess it entirely. 

Inasmuch as the State Workmen’s In- 
surance Fund refused to write a policy of 
Group Insurance covering the Classis, the 
Executive Committee was instructed to 
get such a policy from the Pennsylvania 
Threshermen and Farmers’ Mutual Casu- 
alty Insurance Co., of Harrisburg, Pa. We 
were assured by the agent of the latter 
company that such a policy will be grant- 
ed. This refers only to compensation in- 
surance. 

Classis has two students for the minis- 
try, George P. Fetterolf, of Benfer, Pa., 
and Frank A. Rigel, of Beaver Springs, 
Pa., R. D. 2, both from the Beaver Springs 
Charge, Rev. E. H. Zechman, pastor. These 
students will graduate from Catawba ‘Col- 
lege in the spring, and both are expecting 


MESSENGER 


Marcu 15, 1934, 


to enter the Theological Seminary at Lan- 
caster in the fall. Classis granted them 
the usual aid while taking their Seminary 
course. It was decided to hold the annual 
tri-classical Reunion at Rolling Green 
Park, near Selinsgrove, Pa., on Wednesday, — 
June 13, with a service at 2.30 P. M. This 
is a joint affair with the East Susque- 
hanna and Wyoming Classes, and always 
attracts a large crowd of Reformed peo- 
ple from Central Pennsylvania. The fall 
meeting of the Classis will be held at Reb- 
ersburg, Pa., Rev. A. J. Miller, pastor, on 
Oct. 2-3, and the next annual meeting will 
be held at Middleburg, Pa., Rev. H. G. 
Snyder, pastor, on Feb. 12-13, 1935. 

On Tuesday afternoon Classis enjoyed 
a trip to the new N. E. Federal Peniten- 
tiary, located within a mile from Lewis- 
burg. Some of the brethren were so im- 
pressed with the beauty and comforts of 
“Unele Sam’s Guest House” that they 
were heard to remark, “Wouldn’t mind be- 
ing there myself.” Their congregations 
will have to watch them carefully. 

During the sessions, the brethren were 
the guests of the Ladies’ Aid Society of 
the entertaining Church, the meals being 
served in the Social Hall. 


H. H. Rupp, Stated Clerk. © 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Sunday, March 25, being Review Sunday, 
no notes are furnished. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


March 25: What Does Jesus Require of Us? 
Matt. 16:24-28 

There are two extreme views with regard 
to the answer to this question. There are 
those who stoutly affirm that Jesus requires 
nothing of us. We are weak, poor, sinful, 
helpless. “Jesus paid it all’; Jesus does 
all. There is nothing that we can do. 
But on the other hand there are those 
who maintain that without man’s effort 
nothing ever happens. The present empha- 
sis on activities is a part of this theory. 
According to the one idea man is passive, 
all he can do is to believe. According to 
the other, man himself must be active and 
must do whatever he can in developing his 
spiritual life. When we turn to the Gos- 
pels we find that Jesus laid down certain 
very definite conditions of discipleship. He 
never made it easy for persons to follow 
Him. In some respects it is a very easy 
and simple matter to become a Christian; 
all that a person needs to do is to accept 
Jesus and to identify himself with His 
program. But on the other hand it is not 
so easy to observe the conditions which 
Jesus laid down. In fact many in His 
day found them entirely too difficult and 
turned their backs on Jesus. When a 
young man who was possessed of great 
wealth came to Jesus he was told that he 
was to keep the commandments, viz.: to 
love God and his neighbor. That in itself 
was a condition severe enough, but the 
young man replied: “All these things have 
I kept from my youth up—what lack I 
yet?” Jesus laid down a further condition. 
“Go, sell that thou hast and follow Me.” 
That was too great a requirement of the 
youth, and he went away sorrowful. On 
another occasion three men came to Jesus 
and wanted to follow Him. But the re- 
quirements of Jesus were such that they 
could not meet them. On one occasion two 
brothers came and wanted to sit one on 
the right hand and the other on the left 
hand of Jesus—Jesus asked them whether 


they could fulfill the conditions, viz.: to 
drink the cup of which He drank. Jesus 
always required absolute self surrender. 
“Tf any man will come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his eross daily 
and follow Me.” Jesus can do nothing with 
a man unless he has yielded himself entire- 
ly to Him. As long as a man is seeking 
selfish interests, as long as he thinks of 
his own personal advantages he cannot be 
a true follower of Jesus. 

Jesus demanded absolute sincerity. He 
knew what was in man. He saw into the 
inner motives and purposes of the heart. 
He readily discerned hypocrisy and sham, 
and had no use for those who were half 
and half. Jesus had a strong passion for 
truth and reality. He insisted that His 
followers must be genuine and sincere. He 
did not require unusual mental powers, nor 
great wealth, nor social standing but He 
demanded reality. When a person prayed 
his prayer must be from the heart. Pre- 
tense and pious airs and attitudes were 
despised by Jesus. When a person brought 
his gifts they must be the best and from a 
sincere and unselfish motive. Giving of 
alms to be seen of men was condemned by 
Jesus. All through the teachings of Jesus 
there rings this note of sincerity and truth. 

Jesus demanded love. This was the actu- 
ating impulse of the soul upon which He 
insisted. This love was to take two di- 
rections. One, towards God and the other 
towards man. A man cannot be a true dis- 
ciple of Jesus who does not love. One who 
lives in hatred and enmity cannot be 
Christ’s disciple. One must even love one’s 
enemies, which is not an easy thing to do. 

Jesus demanded faith. This was really 
one of the great requirements—“Only be- 
lieve.” This meant trust, confidence, as- 
surance. Jesus always looked for faith on 
the part of His followers. He was disap- 
pointed when He did not find it. If men 
had faith every other obstacle was re- 
moved. 

Jesus demanded service. He always in- 
sisted that men should do good to others. 
This was the golden rule, that men should 
do unto others as they wanted others to 
do to them. They were to help their 
brothers. The smallest deed would not go 
by unrecognized or unrewarded. He Him- 


self went about doing good and He one 


pected His followers to do likewise. They 
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were to be kind and helpful to children, to 
the poor, the sick and to those in prison. 
Unselfish service was one of the require- 
ments of Jesus. He illustrated this by 
parable and by precept and by example. 
Hearing was not enough, a man had to do 
the things he heard. Saying Lord, Lord, 
was not sufficient, a man had to do the 
will of God. 

Jesus always insisted on _ obedience. 
“Not My will, but Thine be done.” He 
taught His disciples to pray: “Thy will be 
done.” Jesus never demanded correct doc- 
trine, or correct knowledge or right pos- 
tures in worship—but He required obedi- 
ence to the command of Christ. To obey 
was better than to sacrifice, and to harken 
better than the fat of rams. Long ago a 
prophet had asked “What does the Lord 
thy God require of thee?”, and he an- 
swered by these remarkable words which 
is the sum and substance of the Christian 
life, “To love mercy, to do justly and to 
walk humbly with thy God.” The wise 
man of the Proverbs sums up the conclu- 
sion of the whole matter in these words: 
“Fear God, and keep His commandments; 
for this is the whole duty of man.” 

If we observe these essential require- 
ments of Jesus we need not concern our- 
selves about a lot of trivial questions 
which are sometimes asked by those who 
would follow Jesus. Jesus never insisted 
on hard and fast rules. He never laid 
down any rules or regulations. He gave 
principles which were to govern men’s re- 
lations and conduct in all things. The de- 
tails would take care of themselves if the 
fundamental principles were right. He 
therefore insisted on motives and judged 
men by what they meant to do rather than 
by what they did. If His requirements 
were severe He ‘also gave power to 
man to meet the same if they were honest 
about it. 

What Jesus required when He called His 
first disciples He still requires of us today. 
If we respond as they did, we too shall 
share in their joy and strength. Four great 
words Jesus used: Come—Go—Take—Give. 
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gion. Of course every conceivable type of 
theological thought is represented, but the 
communions are all unified to a certain 
degree by the common note of what our 
Continental brethren call “activism.” We 
are bent on bringing in the Kingdom of 
God. This is not a good soil for Barthian- 
ism, for it holds that it is none of man’s 
business to try to bring in the Kingdom 
of God. It is his business to humbly hear 
the will of the Holy God and do it, not to 
worry about environments or kingdoms. 
But Dr. Keller finds that there is a good 
deal of the old confessional religion left 
in America and the Fundamentalist move- 
ment was an attempt to check a tendency 
for it to get lost in a vague liberalism and 
a so-called social gospel. Dr. Keller sees 
a reaction in America from engrossment in 
the idea of the social gospel and a new 
emphasis upon the relation of the soul to 
God. (See Dr. Walter Marshall Horton’s 
testimony of this effect in “Theism and 
the Modern Mood,” to which Dr. Keller 
refers.) “It is no longer the Social Gospel 
which stands in the center of interest of 
Christian youth, nor is it the missionary 
task, nor the race question, but the ad- 
venture of youth with God,” says Dr. Kel- 
ler. Whether the Barthian gospel has made 
the impression on our theology Dr. Keller 
seems to think it has or not, this tendency 
to emphasize again the dependence of the 
soul upon God makes more favorable soil 
for its germination. America is at least 
interested in it, to judge from the books 
and articles it is reading, and as Dr. Keller 
intimates, it is more ready than ever to 
listen to a religion that emphasizes God 
rather than man. 
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GOD’S MINUTE... 


Here is a marvelous collection of 365 Daily Prayers, 
each 60 seconds long, written by 365 of the most emi- 
nent preachers and laymen in the world. Cloth, 60 


cents; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50. 


GOD’S MESSAGE.. 


365 prominent clergymen have chosen their favorite 
Scripture passage, and, with this as a text, have written 
a Message that quickens faith, brings comfort. Cloth, 
60 cents; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50. 


THE IDEAL GIFT AT ALL TIMES 


A Spiritual 
thought for 
every day 


® 
A daily 


reminder of 
the giver 


e Sponsor. a) .... 
| “GOTO CHURCH” Campaign 


Through One of Your Church Organizations 

Send for box of 20 packages “Go To 
Chureh” Seals for each member to sell. 
Used on backs of letters, on packages, ete. 
They increase interest in Church attend- 
ance. Help your community “Get Right 
With God.” Sell for 25 cents each. When 
sold, send us $3.00, keep $2.00 on each 20 
packages sold. Try it out. WE TRUST YOU. 
CHURCH SEAL CO., 110 Crestmont St., Reading, Pa 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff-Stops Hair Falling 
Imparts Color and BeautytoGray 


and Faded Hair 
60c. and $1.00 at Druggists, 
Hiscox Chemical Works. Patchogue, N. Y. 


Dr. Keller has called his book, “Karl 
Barth and Christian Unity”, because he 
has a feeling that since it is doctrine 
rather than difference of organization that 
keeps the ‘Churches apart, and therefore as 
the Barthian theology more and more pene- 
trates the various communities, it will tend 
to unify theology or doctrine and thus 
hasten unity. For if we can get unity of 
doctrine we are on the way to unity of 
the Churches. Personally, I cannot see 
quite as plainly as Dr. Keller does that 
the Barthian theology has wrought any 
marked transformation in the thought of 
the Churches, although I know it has in 
individual lives, nor can I feel certain 
that it is going to make such a radical 
transformation in our thought as some of 
our Continental brethren foresee. I think 
there is a move Godward and a new in- 
terest in religion as the dependency of the 
soul upon God, but I think that so far as 
England and ‘America are concerned, the 
trend is toward a new emphasis upon the 
Incarnation as the distinctive doctrine of 
Christianity, its one unique contribution 
to religion. The world wants God again 
but it wants a near god, the God who 
dwelt in Jesus Christ and now abides in 
His Church. I must stop, but I want to 
express the gratitude of all interested in 
the great problems now facing the Church 
and in Christian theology to Dr. Keller for 
this luminous and challenging book. It is 
a real contribution to the theological liter- 
ature of the times.—Frederick Lynch. 


TOHICKON CLASSIS 


Tohickon Classis met in the 61st Annual 
Session in the Zwingli Church, Souderton, 
Pa., Rev. A. M. Rahn, pastor, Jan. 22-24. 
Rey. John E. Wildasin, the retiring presi- 
dent, preached the sermon upon the text 
Phil. 1:21. His subject was, “The Chris- 
tian Life: A Reproduction of Christ’s 
Life.” The following were elected as offi- 
cers: President, Rev. 8S. J. Kirk, Riegels- 
ville, Pa.; vice- president, Elder J. K. Mus- 
selman, Salem Church, Doylestown, Pa. 
corresponding secretary and reading ee 
Rev. Paul T. Stoudt, Quakertown, Pa. Rev 
Geo. W. Spotts was re-elected treasurer. 

The treasurer’s report showed that $17,- 
711.27 was received on the Apportionment 
and $5,947.06 Voluntary Contributions. 
Seven congregations paid the apportion- 
ment in full, viz.: Trinity, Telford; Em- 
manuel’s, Leidy’ s; Salem, Doylestown; St. 
John’s, Durham; New Williams; St. Peter’s, 
Hilltown; and St. Paul’ 8. Applebachsville. 


peer Ornaments: Fringes: 
-Furnishingsand Supplies: 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


The C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon,0. 


Fescuco ER REE 


HALL- MACK CO. 
Send for catalogue containing 16 page services, 
words, and music. This is FREE OF CHARGE. 


Send 25 cents for EASTER HELPER No. 20 
which contains more than 100 Recitations, Drills, 
Pantomimes, Songs for Primary, etc., and a special 
feature, “HIS HOLY HILLS. % 

Ask for returnable copies of an Easter Sunrise 
Service, Pageants, Song Stories, and Special Fea- 
tures. We have the most attractive material. Ask 
for samples of Ready-to-use Mother’s Day Services. 
HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 
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The work of the four Boards was pre- 
sented to the Classis by the following per- 
sons: Home Missions, Rev. Wm. F. De- 
Long, D.D.; Foreign Missions, Rev. A. V. 
Casselman, D.D.; Board of Ministerial Re- 
lief, Rev. E. L. McLean, D.D.; and the 
Board of Christian Education, Rev. H. I. 
Stahr, D.D. Rev. Dr. Stahr was the speak- 
er on Tuesday evening. The Communicant 
membership for the Classis is 9,811, a net 
gain of 26 over the previcus year. 

Classis will meet in Annual Session on 
Monday evening, Feb. 4, 1935, in St. John’s 
Church, Lansdale, Pa., Rev. A. N. Sayres, 
pastor. T. C. Brown, Stated Clerk. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 

“When there is real” work to be done, 
we find it necessary to depend upon the 
women.” This is the comment of a pas- 
tor on his men, sent in this week. But 
why should this be so? Why should this 
remain so? Bring the men to the front by 
establishing a Chapter of the League and 
giving them their rightful place of re- 
sponsibility in the local Church. Many 
laymen are just waiting for this chance. 

How fruitful this Lenten Season for real 
evangelistic activities of Christian men. 
Who ean withstand the pleadings and the 
prayers of a true Christian man, if he 
approaches his brother in the right spirit 
and goes with him on his way back to the 
Church and to ‘Christ? Every Chapter 
should help the pastor in bringing the un- 
churched men into the fold and unto the 
fellowship of worshipers and believers. 

A great Laymen’s Meeting is scheduled 
to be held in Second Church, Reading, on 
the evening of Monday, March 19. Ad- 
dresses will be made by one of our fine 
laymen, Brother J. H. Sencenbach of Bath, 
Pa., and by Rev. Dr. H. S. May of Wilkes- 
Barre, who is enthusiastic for the Church- 
men’s League. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. [t is conducted 
by the three (English) Hastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
ef three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
ue degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. By 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
aducation. Write for catalog. 


HENRY HK. APPLE, D. D:, Lu. De 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
Providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE 


0 . PENNSYLVANIA 
The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., 
President 

Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


The pastor of Grace Church, Buffalo, 
N. Y., which established a Chapter a few 
weeks ago, is the Rev. J. Wallace Neville, 
who is also chairman of the Classical Com- 
mittee. He believes in this work. 

Material for the April meeting has 
been prepared by the Rev. Chas. D. Rockel 
of Altoona, Pa., who, besides being pas- 
tor of a large Church, is active in State 
and Governmental Welfare Work. His 
heart is with the workingman and he him- 
self puts in more hours of hard work 
than the NRA would allow. Study the 
“Workingman’s Creed.” 

“We are preparing the way for the or- 
ganization of a League here, which, I 
trust, may come in the not far distant 
future.” We are not anxious that this 
matter be forced or pushed unduly. One 
more Chapter on the Roll may satisfy our 
statistical complex, but if, through haste 
in organization, there be a lack of thor- 
oughness or heartiness in organizing, we 
had better use a little more time in “get- 
ting a good ready.” We expect our chap- 
ters, when organized, to stay together a 
long time, like happily married people. 
So don’t hurry; but do not go to sleep 
over the project. 

“I am just waiting to find a leader,” 
said a,prominent pastor recently. And 
that’s essential. Leadership is everything. 
Men will follow some one who can show 
them worthwhileness and fertile fields 
ahead. 
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Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 
2) Sa eS a 


"Helen Ammerman Brown, Editor 
Selinsgrove, Pa. 


What is happening? No news has come 
to the editor of this column. She thinks 
the societies are as active as ever, but 
perhaps during the Lenten season there 
are so many extra activities demanding 
the time of the faithful busy ones, that 
reports are overlooked. 


OUR SUSTENTATION FUND BETTER 
THAN LIFE INSURANCE 


Some of our ministers say that if they 
put their money into Life Insurance they 
will get a better return than they would 
receive from our Sustentation Fund. Such 
a statement is absolutely ridiculous, and 
yet some ministers are foolish enough to 
believe it. For example, a minister at the 
age of 35 pays $21.40 a year, and at the 
age of 70 he will receive $100 per year 
for life. One Hundred Dollars per year 
is 5 per cent on $2,000, but he has paid 
into the Fund only $749. 

In addition to the $100 per year, he will 
have an income from the Church’s Reserve, 
which now makes the pension $250 per 
year, which will increase as the Church’s 
Fund grows. 

If he is disabled at any time before the 
age of 70, he will receive the protection 
of the Fund. In case of his death, his 
widow will receive an annuity for life, 
or until she remarries. Certainly no one 
of any intelligence will permit a Life 
Insurance agent to persuade him that Life 
Insurance can be compared with our Sus- 
tentation Fund. Several ministers who 
have been depending on Life Insurance, 
because of reduced salaries, have not been 
able to keep up their payments. It is not 
too late for them to become members of 
our Sustentation Fund. 


J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 


MASSANUTTEN ACADEMY 


The annual debate between the Jeffer- 
son and Poe Literary Societies of Mas- 
sanutten Academy, which is an occasion 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Refcrmed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year, Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision. 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 


Outstanding Features: 
High scholarship 


Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 


Summer Sessions: 
June 12 to July 21; July 24 to September 1 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N.C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg trains ministers, missionaries, religious 
directors and social workers, and offers also pre- 
medical, pre-law, pre-engineering, pre-journalism 
courses, and courses in business administration. 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of scholar- 
ship, personal contact with mature teachers, an 
unmistakable Christian atmosphere and the minimum 
expense, 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


—_—_—_—____—_————— 


for the celebration of Washington’s birth- 
day, was held on the evening of February 
23rd, in Lantz Hall. The question for 
debate was “Resolved: That the European 
War Debts Should be Cancelled.” As in 
former years, this debate created a wide 
interest, and there were many visitors 
present from New York, Philadelphia, Bal- 
timore, Washington, Pittsburgh and inter- 
mediate cities. The Jefferson Society won 
the debate, arguing for the negative, and 
was represented by the following members: 
Irving Rand, Hartford, Conn., Benjamin 
Ambrosini, East Orange, N. J., Walter 
Hopkins, New York City, and Edward 
MeKiernan (Alt.), Chicago, Ill. The 
judges awarded the medal for the best 
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all-round debater to Walter Hopkins, of 
New York City. Honorable mention was 
given to Allie Short, of Charlottesville, 
Va., member of the Poe Team. The mem- 
bers of the Poe Team were: Charles Wald- 
bauer, Pittsburgh, Pa., Francis Kenefick, 
Carbondale, Pa., Allie Short, Charlottes- 
ville, Va., and Donal Tae (Alt.), Stamford, 
Conn. The declamation contest was won 
by Edward H. Smith, Washington, D. C. 

The visitors were entertained on Satur- 
day, the 24th, with a swimming meet, when 
the Massanutten boys again defeated the 
strong champion team from the St. Fran- 
c®& Prep School of Brooklyn, 39-27. The 
swimming team had just returned from 
a trip to the North on which it made an 
unusual record, defeating Trenton High 
School, N. J., 45-30, New York Military 
Academy, 46-20, St. Francis Prep School, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., 39-27, and on Tuesday, 
Feltruary 20th, defeated the Princeton 
Freshmen, 42-24, in which meet two Mas. 
sanutten stars broke two interscholastie 
world records, the 440-yard free style in 
5:04, and the 100-yard back stroke in 1:03. 
Having defeated every team in Virginia, 
Massanutten now ranks second only to 
Mercersburg Academy in honors for the 
national championship, having lost to Mer- 
cersburg in the second meet 36-30. The 
two chief contenders for national honors 
are Macionis of Mercersburg, and Tom 
Haynie of Massanutten, both of which 


youngsters skim through the water like 


eels. 

The most colorful affair of the program 
was the military ball which was given in 
the Virginia Lee Harrison Gymnasium on 
Saturday evening. The Gymnasium was 
most attractively decorated with flags and 
colors of all nations, and it was a beauti- 
ful picture as the cadets, dressed in their 
attractive uniforms, to the tunes of stir- 
ring marches, entered the gymnasium and 
presented an imposing ceremony designat- 
ed as the massing of colors, the band play- 
ing the national airs in turn of Great 
Britain, Canada, France, Italy and Bel- 
gium, the Belgian flag being draped out 
of respect to the recently deceased king. 

Among the distinguished guests were 
Major General Edward Croft, Chief of In- 
fantry, U.S.A. and Mrs. Croft, Col. A. S. 
Williams of the Army War College, Wash- 
ington, D. C., and Mrs. Williams, Capt. 
William C. Louisell of Staunton Military 
Academy and Mrs. Louisell, and Lieut. 
Thomas M. Brinkley of Augusta Military 
Academy and Mrs. Brinkley, the colors 
of which schools were also presented in a 
mass assembly with the Massanutten col- 
ors. Prof. Jess Sidney of the Massanut- 
ten Academy faculty interpreted the part 
of George Washington at Valley Forge, 
assisted by his aides, and recited the last 
few paragraphs from Washington’s fare- 
well address most effectively. The cere- 
“mony was most impressive and beautiful, 
intended to teach love of country, and a 
respect for the flag which symbolizes the 
magnificent history of American eciviliza- 
tion. Captain Frank L. Burns, P. M. S. 
& T., at Massanutten, was chairman of the 
committee, and presented a ceremony 
which was unanimously pronounced one 
of the most thrilling the guests had ever 
witnessed. : 

Massanutten is having a splendid year 
again. The enrollment is filled to capacity. 
The students are enjoying the work very 
much. They are so busy with the daily 
activities that they have little time to do 
other than to keep up with the program, 
which is rigidly adhered to from day to 
day. 

The basketball team has made an envi- 
able record also, and will contest honors 
with Staunton Military Academy at the 
South Atlantic Tournament for champion- 
ship honors, having defeated Staunton 
onee, and been defeated by Staunton once. 


The Sunday School on Sunday morning, 
and the Y. M. C. A. program on Sunday 
evening, were also attended by the visitors, 
all of whom seemed very happy in their 
observations of several phases of our school 
work, Public Speaking, athletics, social 
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life, and the moral training which every 
Massanutten boy gets in some form or 
other. 

The month of February has been a 
severely cold one in Virginia, but Wood- 
stock escaped the snow falls until this 
week-end, when a heavy blizzard struck 
us, as well as many other sections of the 
East. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Confirmation Sermons, by Harold L. Yo- 
chum. Published by the Lutheran Book 
Concern. Price, $1. 

The author of this book presents us with 
14 sermons preached to his confirmation 
classes at the time of confirmation. The 
sermons are intended for youth and in the 
main are adapted to youth. As one reads 
the book one wonders whether the cate- 
chumens in the classes were in early, mid- 
dle, or later adolescence. In case they 
were of early adolescence, as catechumens 
usually are, the subject material is rather 
heavy. The book deserves a place in the 
field in which it seeks recognition, and it 
is to be hoped that some of the future 
books on the subject of youth may consist 
of sermons addressed to catechumens or 
at least to youth. Most of our literature 
bearing on youth consist of essays and 
treatises which may inform but fails to 
stimulate youth to action or to build up 
his character. bd LD. 


Talks with Young Parents, by Nancy Smith 
Krusekopf. Eden Publishing House, St. 
Louis. 123 pp. Price, $1.25. 

This is indeed a “tract for the times.” 
In the light of the new emphasis on adult 
education and the recognition of the domi- 
nant influence of the home on the life of 
growing children and youth, the publica- 
tion of Mrs. Krusekopf’s “talks” is most 
opportune. “Talks” they truly are—infor- 
mal, simple, direct and friendly. They are 
written out of the author’s rich experience 
as a kindergartner, settlement worker, 
Sunday School teacher and mother of six 
children, and bear the impress of a dis- 
cerning mind, an understanding heart and 
a genuinely religious spirit. 

There are 30 of the talks, and they 
touch on the intimate, but perplexing, 
problems that parents face daily or that 
are present, even though they may not be 
aware of them. From prosaic matters 
such as “Preserving Patience” and “Is 
Your Child Afraid of the Dark?”, all the 
way to “Religious and Moral Training” and 
“God’s Love and Care for Children,” Mrs. 
Krusekopf meets a variety of parental 
needs and interests. 

While her treatment is definitely reli- 
gious, it does not lack a sound psycho- 
logical and pedagogical basis. The best 
findings of modern education are reflected 
here, and one could wish that this book 
might have a wide reading by individual 
parents and that it might take a place in 
the reference library of all parents’ classes 
—of which there ought to be many more 
in the years just ahead. —A. N.S. 


Osbilgiely A ie Y 


THE REV. CHARLES D. LERCH 


Near Turbotville, Pa., Rev. Charles D. 
Lerch, for 20 years pastor of Ringtown 
Charge, died Saturday afternoon, Jan. 27, 
at three o’clock at the parental homestead, 
where he had gone to regain his health. 
He had been granted a leave of absence 
by his congregation a week prior to his 
home-going, which was caused by a heart 
condition. 

Born Nov. 17, 1869, at Paradise, near 
Turbotville, Pa., he spent his boyhood at 
the home of his parents, Nathaniel P. and 
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Margaret Follmer Lerch. He received his 
elementary education in Lewis Township, 
MecEwensville Academy and in Watson- 
town High School. Later he taught school 
for two years in Lewis Township. 

He was graduated from Ursinus College 
in 1896, and in 1898 graduated from the 
Theological Seminary of that institution. 
He was ordained at Mausdale, Wyoming 
Classis, in 1898 and served there for ten 
years. For five years he was pastor of the 
Rockingham Charge, Mt. Crawford, Va., 
after which he answered a call to the 
Ringtown, Pa., Charge, where he labored 
until the time of his death. On Sept. 29, 
1909, he married Minnie A. James, of 
Danville, who met an untimely death on 
Oct. 23, 1915, when she was trapped in 
their over-turned automobile and burned 
to death. Brother Lerch never quite re- 
covered from this serious shock. 

The funeral services were held from the 
home of his sister near Turbotville, Pa., 
with brief services at the house conducted 
by the Rev. Walter R. Clark, pastor of the 
Paradise Charge, and the Rey. Elias S. 
Noll, a classmate at Ursinus College and 
pastor of the Mahanoy Charge, East Sus- 
quehanna Classis. The funeral cortege then 
proceeded to Trinity Church, where the 
services were continued. Rev. Clark Hel- 
ler, Danville, Pa., read the Scriptures. This 
was followed with prayer by the Rey. P. 
A. Delong, D.D., Watsontown, Pa. The 
Rev. Walter R. Clark preached the sermon 
from the text, “Be thou faithful unto death 
and I will give thee a crown of life.” 
(Rev. 2:10.) The sermon was a beautiful 
tribute to the life and work of the de- 
ceased and to the Christian ministry. Rev. 
Calvin P. Wehr, D.D., classmate and room- 
mate at Ursinus College and Seminary, and 
co-worker in Hast Susquehanna Classis for 
twenty years, spoke a touching eulogy 
concerning the life and spirit of his de- 
voted friend and brother. 

There were many floral tributes and the 
Church was filled with mourning relatives 
and friends from a wide area; large dele- 
gations having come from the various con- 
gregations of the Ringtown Charge, of 
which he was the devoted pastor. Nine- 
teen pastors were in attendance: Rev. Wal- 
ter R. Clark, Rev. Clark Heller, Rev. P. 
A. Delong, D.D., Wyoming Classis; Rey. 
Calvin P. Wehr, D.D., Rev. Elias S. Noll, 
Rev. C. E. Correll, Ph.D., Rev. Morgan A. 
Peters, Rev. Stanley C. Baker, Rev. John 
C. Brumbach, Rey. Charles A. Huyette, 
Rev. A. Levan Zechman, Rev. L. M. Mar- 
tin, Rev. E. O. Butkofsky, Rev. Daniel K. 
Daub, Rev. Alvin F. Dietz, East Susque- 
hanna Classis; Rev. John Sanders, Mer- 
cersburg Classis, Potomac Synod. Two of 
his co-workers, Rev. A..E. Grove, Jr., Lu- 
theran, Nuremburg, Pa., Rev. M. A. Krause, 
Lutheran, Ringtown, Pa., and Rev. W. R. 
Flower, Lutheran, Turbotville, Pa. 

Burial was made in the Odd Fellows 
Cemetery, Danville, Pa., with the Rev. 
Charles A. Huyette, president of the Clas- 
sis, in charge. Rev. A. Levan Zechman 
had the invocation and the Rev. Dr. C. E. 
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offered Rev. Mr. Huyette 
read the committal pronounced the 
henediction, which followed by the 
reading of Tennyson’s “Crossing the Bar,” 
hy Rev. Alvin F. Dietz. So one by one we 
lay down our task, and as those whom 
we have loved and lost awhile have gone 
on, We carry on in His name until we too 


shall meet Him face to face.——A. F. D. 


Correli praver. 
and 


Was 


Clarence Roy Hummel met an untimely 
death in a mine accident at the Locust 
Gap mine when he was pinned under a 
rush of rock and coal. Death was. caused 
by a broken neck, He was born at Hel- 
fenstein, Pa., Oct. 25, 1893, at which place 
he resided until his death. He became 
a member of Christ Church, Helfenstein, 
Oct., 1922, and from that time forward 
he has been a staunch and true member, 
serving his Master and his Chureh in what- 
ever capacity he could. He was a mem- 
ber of the consistory for 8 years and was 
deacon at the time of his death. He also 
took an active part in the Church School 
as teacher. 

He was an esteemed resident, and all 
spoke very highly of him. Further proof 
of his place in the community was the 
crowded Church at the last rites. He 
leaves to mourn his passing, his wife (nee 
Kramer), a daughter, Eleanor; and two 
sons, Merlin and Elwood, all at home. 
We will greatly miss this beautiful and 
dutiful life both in the Chureh and com- 
munity. The remains were laid to rest 
Feb. 15, with services at the home and in 
Christ Church. Interment was at Mowery 
Cemetery. His pastor, Rev. Daniel K. 
Daub, officiated. 


THE REV. SAMUEL AUSTIN STAMM 


The Rev. Samuel Austin Stamm, who 
has not been quite well for more than a 
year, quietly passed away at his home 
about 4 miles south of New Castle, Pa., 
on Saturday, March 3. He is survived 
by his wife, two brothers, Benjamin of 
Fombell, Pa., and Daniel, of Cheney, Kan- 
sas, and one sister, Miss Sarah Stamm, 
of New Bedford, Pa. The funeral ser- 
vices were conducted at the home by the 
Rev. J. H. String, D.D., of St. Peter’s 
Church, Zelienople, Pa. The burial was 
at New Bedford, Pa. The Rev. Mr. Stamm 
was born in Franklin Township, Beaver 
County, Pa., near Zelienople, Sept. 14, 
1854. While a scholar in the district 
school he was engaged to be the teacher 
of the school and at intervals during the 
10 years that he taught he completed the 
courses to graduate from Slippery Rock 
State Normal School. From 1893 to 1895 
he had charge of the Zelienople schools. 
He then became a student in the Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Reformed Church 


at Tiffin, Ohio, graduating in 1898. He 
served the following charges: Shiloh 
Charge, Stimson County, Ill, 5 years; 


West Salem, Ohio (4 congregations), 5 
years; Ellwood City, Pa., 5 years. After 
serving the Fairview and _ Chicora 
Churches at the northern part of Butler 
Country for 6 years, he retired in 1921, but 
gladly responded to any calls to’ preach 
as health would permit and whenever able 
he attended the meetings of Allegheny 
Classis and Pittsburgh Synod. of which 
he was a member and in which he was 
greatly esteemed by his fellow-ministers 
for his years of service and his fine Chris- 
tian spirit. The Rev. Mr. Stamm was con- 
firmed in Grace Chureh of Harmony, Pa., 
a few miles from his home, by the Rev. 
Mr. Edmonds. In the same section he 
found his life companion, Cora Ida Fom- 
bell, who shared the labors and joys of 
the pastorate with him. To her the peo- 
ple of the Churches they served and of 
the Classis and Synod extend their prayers 
and sympathy. —J. H. 8. 


MRS. EMMA KINSEY OMMERT 


St. Stephen’s congregation, Upton, Le- 
masters Charge, lost a faithful, life-long 
member in the death of the beloved wife 
of Elder George Ommert, who passed away 
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Select the Best in Communion 
Service 


GLASS FILLER ALUMINUM 


No. 3, $7.75 Special Non-Collecting 
This nickle - plated (Interlocking) 
filler is also nickle- ‘ 
plated inside to pre- Tray with 36 
vent corrosion. Ix - Sap hak - 
tra Bulbs, 50 cents. glasses ........ $5.75 


With 40 glasses. 6.25° 
With 44 glasses. 6.75 
Cover or base... 2.50 


BREAD PLATES 
$1.50 
$6.75 


Aluminum, 
Silver- plate, 


NICKEL-SILVER 


BAPTISMAL BOWLS 
Silver-plate, $10.00 


Quadruple Plated 
Non-Colleeting 


Gold-lined, $12.00 (Interlocking) 
Plainly and _ neatly 
finished, this bowl is Tray with 40 
quadruple plated with erystal glasses .$25.00 
pure silver on extra Gover 1a ee 12.00 


hard, white metal and 
is fully burnished. 


Base 
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OFFERING ENVELOPE FOR 
COMMUNION—Form G 


Size, 444 x 334 inches. 
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cate colors. Price, 40¢ per 100; $3.50 per 
1,000, postpaid. 


COMMUNION OFFERING 


Form H.P. 


Size, 354 x 23 inches. 


In black and white. 
do in Remembrance of Me. Space for 
name, date and amount. Price, 35 cents 
per 100; $3.00 per 1,000, postpaid. 


Inscription: “This 


COMMUNION OFFERING 
ENVELOPES—SERIES D 


Size, 24 x 3% inches. White stock 
with blue ink. The theme illustra- 
tion (the chalice) is printed in silver 
as a background. 

Wording: 

“Communion Offering. 

“This cup is the New Testament 
in My blood, which is shed for you. 
Name | tN ts assets eres Oars ttre ckersionte a 
Price, 30c per 100; $2.50 per 1,000, 
postage extra. 


Offering Envelope—No. 1016 
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Price, $2.00 per hundred | 


Lithographed Chastely in Colors 
It is a Card of Rich Beauty 
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30 cents per 100; 
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This ecard is 2Y4 x 4 
inches in size, delicate- 
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Women’s 
Stephen’s congregation. 
band, 2 children and 3 grandchildren, she 
leaves a host of friends both far and 


14 at her home. Mrs. Ommert 
was born Nov. 25, 1864, on the home 
farm in Peter’s township. She united 
with the historic Fort Louden Church 
during the pastorate of Rev. Jacob Hass- 
ler, Oct. 18, 1885, and was united in mar- 
riage by Rev. Mr. Hassler Jan. 19, 1888. 
She and her husband entered upon farm- 
ing near Upton, where they lived for 40 
years. Retiring from farming, they moved 
to Greencastle, Pa., where they lived for 
4 years, during which time Mr. Ommert 
served the citizens of Franklin County as 
County Commissioner. Since then, they 
have resided in their home in Lemasters. 

Mrs. Ommert was a regular attendant 
at worship services and a member of the 


on Feb. Missionary Society of St. 


Besides her hus- 


near who speak for her ever kindly and 
genial disposition as traits of her Chris- 
tian character. She departed this life 
at the age of 69 years, 3 months, and — 

19 days. Funeral services were held in — 
St. Stephen’s Church, Upton, Friday after- — 
noon, Feb, 16, at which time her pastor, — 
Rev. Harvey M. Light, spoke to the com- 
fort of the bereaved and many f, 
assembled on the thoughts contain 
I Thess. 4:13, 14. Interment was 
in Cedar Grove cs 


Pa. ’ 


